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Two  Futures  Facing  the  Tenderloin 


Dr.  Tony  Hon  from  the  Tom  Woddcll  Clinic  at  50  Ivy  Street  near  City  Hall 
examines  Ronald  Walton,  a  native  of  Orlando,  Florida.  Walton,  who  has  been  HIV 
positive  for  three  years,  came  to  the  Ivy  Street  community  clinic  after  the  San  Franc  isco 
AIDS  Foundation  gave  him  a  referral  for  a  checkup. 

Recently  living  in  Los  Angeles,  Walton  arrived  in  San  Francisco  earlier  this  month 
believing  that  he  is  suffering  from  complications  from  pneumonia.  He  thinks  that  the 
health  care  system  in  San  Francisco  is  easier  to  access  than  in  Los  Angeles. 

Most  of  his  friends  have  died  in  the  City  of  Angels  and  he  is  hoping  that  living  in 
the  City  of  St.  Francis  may  offer  him  a  better  fate  than  has  befallen  the  people  he  has 
know  n  in  his  past. 
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November  2  Election  Means  Either 
Fewer  Health  Programs  or  More 
Tax  Burden  for  City's  Poor 


by  Mark  Saxon 

The  spectre  of  a  massive  budget  cut  this 
January  is  looming  once  again  over  the 
Department  of  Public  Health  (DPH),  six 
months  after  the  city's  largest  budget 

defien  in  us  history  forced  S6R  miUion  in 

DPH  cuts  and  funding  for  only  six  months 
in  many  other  direct  service  programs. 

Tenderloin  health  services  and  provid- 
ers are  bracing  for  the  worst  while  hoping 
for  a  reprieve. 

"We're  very  worried."  said  Vera  Haile, 
executive  director  of  North  of  Market 
Senior  Services.  "Our  substance  abuse  and 
homeless  programs  are  being  held  hostage 
[by  the  possibilty  of  cuts]."  she  added. 

Haile  said  her  organization  would  be 
forced  to  turn  away  about  50  homeless 
seniors  and  around  1 25  recovering 
alcoholics  if  DPH  mounts  further  cuts  as  a 
result  of  the  November  2  election. 

The  group  provides  the  only  city-funded 
outpatient  alcohol  treatment  for  seniors, 
according  to  Haile. 

Len  Chavez  Smith,  of  the  Tenderloin 
Aids  Resource  Center,  said  his  organiza- 
tion could  face  cuts  of  one  quarter  to  one- 
half  its  funding. 

That  would  be  terrible."  he  said. 
"There  would  be  nothing  here  for  people 
with  HIV." 

Some  Tenderloin  service  providers  did 
not  survive  last  June's  cuts.  The  Westside 
Tenderloin  Detox,  the  neighborhood's  only 
detox  program  for  crack  addicts,  was 
forced  to  close  on  June  30. 

Al  issue  is  the  expiration  of  the  one-half 
percent  state  sales  tax  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  According  to  Wendy  Ho-Iwata, 
director  of  public  relations  for  DPH.  if  the 
state  sales  tax  is  not  extended,  DPH  would 
have  to  cut  20  million  dollars  in  funding 
restored  in  the  last  minutes  of  last 
summer's  budget  negotiations. 

And  the  prognosis  for  next  year  is  even 
more  grim. 


"We've  already  been  told  that  we're 
facing  more  cuts  next  July."  added  Ho- 
Iwata. 

Mayor  Jordan  stated  vix  months  a^o  in 

his  budget  proposal  thnr  "we  simply  can  no 

longer  afford  to  provide  so  many  health 
services  to  so  many  people." 

Two  November  ballot  measures  would 
eliminate  the  need  for  January's  threatened 
cuts. 

Proposition  172.  on  the  statewide  ballot, 
would  entrench  the  state  sales  tax  in 
California's  State  Constitution.  Should  that 
measure  fail,  however,  a  city-only  back-up 
measure.  Proposition  C,  would  extend  the 
sales  tax  in  San  Francisco,  eliminating  the 
need  for  immediate  cuts. 

Ho-Iwata  said  DPH  was  optimistic  that 
one  of  the  measures  would  pass,  but  the 
Department  was  preparing  for  the  worst. 

"Our  feeling  is  that  it  must  be  passed." 
said  Ho-Iwata,  "though  we  know  we  have 
to  be  diligent  in  case  it  does  not." 

If  either  measure  passes.  San  Francisco 
would  have  the  dubious  distinction  of 
having  the  highest  sales  tax  of  any  city  in 
California. 

A  sales  tax  takes  a  higher  percentage  of 
a  poor  person's  income,  leaving  less  money 
to  budget  each  week,  than  from  higher 
income  people. 

The  average  annual  income  for  the 
Tenderloins  25,000  people  is  about  $8,000 
according  to  the  1990  census,  the  lowest 
for  any  of  the  city's  neighborhoods. 

The  latest  published  poll  shows  that 
Proposition  172  is  favored  by  a  solid 
majority  of  California's  voters.  The 
October  poll,  conducted  by  the  reputable 
Field  Institute,  indicates  53%  of  voters 
favor  the  extension  of  the  one-half  cent 
sales  tax  while  35%  oppose  it. 

— Mark  Saxon,  a  Tenderloin  resident,  attends  UC 
Berkeley's  School  of  Journalism. 
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Tenderloin  2000  Kick-Off 


Photos  trom  North  of  Market  Planning 
Coalition's  TL  2000  Kick-Otl  brochure 


Historic  Change  for  the  Tenderloin? 


by  Jeremy  Hay 


The  Tenderloin  finally  got  what 
longtime  neighborhood  advocates  have 
always  wanted. 

On  October  21,  in  the  plush  Imperial 
Ballroom  of  the  Hilton  Hotel,  more  than 
500  people  stood  shoulder-to-shoulder 
with  San  Francisco's  most  prominent  and 
powerful,  drinking  toasts  and  raising  hopes 
for  a  bright  Tenderloin  future. 

The  event  was  organized  as  a  kick-off 
for  the  North  of  Market  Planning 
Coalition's  (NOMPC)  ambitious  plan  to 
revitalize  the  Tenderloin — called  Tender- 
loin 2000.  The  city's  downtown  corporate 


community  pledged  its  crucial  financial 
investment  to  make  it  happen. 

Tenderloin  2000  is  NOMPC's  blueprint 
for  change  and  was  constructed  from  over 
2,400  interviews  with  Tenderloin  residents 
It  outlines  126  strategies  to  preserve  and 
improve  housing,  lessen  street  crime  and 
offer  goals  for  the  Tenderloin. 

The  star-studded  guest  list  included 
three  San  Francisco  City  Supervisors, 
Carol  Migden,  Angela  Alioto  and  Sue 
Bierman,  Wells  Fargo  Vice  President  Mel 
Carriere.  who  also  serves  on  the  NOMPC 

continued  on  page  13 


Voices 

Ask  the  People 


by  Keith  Fowler 

Photos:  Ken  Opprann 

Have  cuts  in  health  programs 
affected  you? 

Nick  King,  41, 
Office  Manager 


"I  have  really 
had  to cut  back  on 
things  because  I 
have  Co  save  to  go 
to  the  doctor's. 
The  clinic  where 
I  go  has  cut  back 
their  hours.  I  just 
started  working, 
so  I  don't  have 
any  insurance." 


[drees  Bayan,  4'>.  Muslim 


"I  'm  a  veteran 
^  ou  can  look  at 
the  streets  and  see 
how  the  mental 
health  system  has 
affected  people.  It 
works  me  up  when 
I  see  it — I  get  mad 
at  the  system  w  hen 
I  see  it's  not  work- 
ing." 


0 


(ieorge  Friou.  37.  Clinic  Manager  at  St. 
Anthony's 


"North  of 
Market.  South  of 
Market.  Mission 
Health  Center 
and  SFGH  have 
all  taken  cuts. 
Those  cub  have 
had  more  people 
drop  into  our 
clinic  and  stand- 
ing in  line  near 
the  wall." 


Patricia  Lyden.  40,  Interim  Program  Co- 
ordinator at  Tenderloin  Self  Help  Center 


"There  are 
more  people  in 
need  of  services 
and  no  services. 
Westside  Drug 
Detox  down  the 
street  —  their 
funding  was  cut 
and  people  are 
still  coming 
there." 


— Keith  Fowler,  formerly  homeless,  is  a 
Tenderloin  resident  who  has  volunteered 
at  the  Hospitality  House  shelter. 
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Hholo:  Jennifer  Cheek 

Three-year-Old  Brittany  BraggS  and  a  friend — caught  <  fawning  around  in  the  MakcA-Circus  c  rowds  that  overflowed 
Boeddeker  Park  this  past  September — face  an  uncertain  future  as  t  luldren  living  in  the  Tenderloin 


Letters 


Lights  Out  in  City  Hall 

Recently,  someone  has 
changed  the  lighting  on  the 
City  Hall  dome  so  that  only  the 
side  facing  Van  Ness,  the  Opera 
House  and  the  Symphony 
(where  the  rich  folks  hang  out) 
is  lit  at  night. 

The  side  of  the  City  Hall 
dome  that  faces  the  Tenderloin 
is  no  longer  lit  at  night  at  all. 

No  one  at  City  Hall  could 
tell  me  why. 

/  am  just  a  disabled  person 
who  lives  alone  in  the  Tender- 
loin. The  only  good  thing 
about  my  cheap  little  apart- 
ment is  that  I  am  high  up  and 
can  sit  here  late  at  night  at  my 
desk,  reading  and  writing — 
and  enjoying  the  beautiful  view 
of  the  City  Hall  dome,  and 
Twin  Peaks  and  Diamond 
Heights  twinkling  behind  it. 

I  guess  I  could  write  a  hate- 
ful letter  to  jackass  Jordan 
demanding  an  explanation  but 
it  is  only  a  tiny  issue,  a  personal 
issue,  and  besides,  he  doesn't 
give  a  shit  about  us  anyway. 

I  guess  I  could  attach  a 
symbolic  significance  to  his 


turning  the  lights  off  and  turn- 
ing his  back  on  us,  but  we've 
already  known  this  a  long  time. 

For  the  homeless  in  Civic 
Center  Plaza  and  for  the  people 
of  the  Tenderloin,  the  lights 
have  been  "off"  at  City  Hall, 
figuratively  speaking,  since 
Jordan  took  office. 

But  at  least  we  had  a  nice 
view. 

If  they're  trying  to  save 
electricity,  why  don't  they  turn 
off  ALL  the  lights,  EARLIER? 
That's  how  they  used  to  do  it. 

At  least  everyone  could 
enjoy  the  view  for  several  hours 
rather  than  the  rich  folks  hav- 
ing the  view  all  night  while  we 
poor  folks  don't  get  any  at  all. 

As  I  said,  it's  only  a  small 
thing,  of  no  major  importance. 
It's  only  important  on  a  per- 
sonal level,  on  a  life-in-the-city 
level,  like  the  fog  horns  and  the 
cable  cars  and  the  beauty  of 
the  city  at  night. 

— David  Noor 

Give  Me  a  Breakl 

When  you  hear  people  talk 
of  the  homeless,  most  have 
never  been  homeless  them- 
selves. They  all  speak  as  though 
they're  psychiatrists,  knowing 
exactly  what  a  person  needs. 
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You  hear  all  this  talk  about 
how  to  help  the  homeless. 

All  I  want  is  a  job. 

I  don't  want  anybody  to 
give  me  anything,  but  take  me 
for  what  I  can  do  or  can  con- 
tribute to  the  establishment. 

I  have  applied  to  several 
homeless  agencies  and  have 
not  even  gotten  an  interview, 
even  though  I  have  a  graduate 
degree. 

I  have  gone  to  all  the  pro- 
fessional job  search  training 
classes,  and  then  I'm  told  I  have 
to  go  for  more  training. 

This  is  belittling. 

I  understand  that  there  are 
people  who  need  this.  I  con- 
sider myself  to  be  a  professional 
and  I  conduct  myself  in  a 
professional  manner. 

What  could  I  possibly  learn 
from  a  beginner's  class  on  job 
searching?  Nothing,  unless  you 
plan  to  divert  your  energy 
directly  toward  my  abilities  and 
training,  and  that  is  unlikely. 

But  through  all  the  storms 
and  reluctance,  I  will  prevail. 

— Deforest  Woods 

Thanks 

I  really  enjoyed  the  October 
1993  issue  "Criminal  Neglect: 
The  City  and  Tenderloin  Street 
Crime".  It  focused  on  real 
issues — good,  hard-hitting 
work. 

—Jane  In  Vain"  Winkelman 


LETTERS  TO  THE 
EDITOR 

The  Tenderloin  Times 
encourages  our  readers 
to  submit  letters  to  the 
editor. 

Letters  should  be 
limited  to  300  words. 

All  published  letters 
will  be  edited  on  the 
basis  of  libel,  length, 
obscenity  and  grammar. 
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Editorial 


If  this  headline  grabbed  your  attention, 
it's  because  this  headline  has  never  been 
seen  in  San  Francisco. 

Could  it?  Definitely. 

Every  so  often  changes  occur  that  can 
lend  new  energies  to  long-time  efforts. 
One  such  sea-change  jusi  took  place  ,  and 
we  think  it  could  propel  our  headline  right 
into  reality. 

The  event  that  holds  such  potential 
was  the  North  of  Market  Planning 
Coalition's  (NOMPC)  Tenderloin  2000 
kick-off  held  at  the  Hilton  last  week,  an 
affair  full  of  promise. 

The  corporate  community's  support 
for  and  involvement  in  the  Tenderloin  is 
long  overdue  and  was  enthusiastically 
welcomed  at  this  kick-off. 

Everyone  embraced  this  plan,  the  most 
concrete  and  widely  supported  possibility 


"Tenderloin  Voters  Swing  City- wide  Election" 


for  a  better  Tenderloin  that  has  appeared 
in  the  past  decade. 

It  is  a  promise  that  cannot  and  should 
not  be  delivered  by  corporations  alone. 

Without  the  continual  and  active 
involvement  of  Tenderloin  residents,  the 
promise  will  fade — and  fast. 

It  will  wither  away  unless  it  deals  with 
the  two  main  millstones  around  the 
Tenderloin's  neck — a  low  voter  turnout 
and  a  struggling  economy. 

One  leads  to  the  other — the  less  the 
Tenderloin  votes,  the  less  reason  politi- 
cians have  to  pay  attention  to  the 
neighborhood  and  its  economy.  And  so 
on — the  poorer  the  local  economy,  the 
more  dangerous  the  streets,  and  the 


Qp       Vote  No  On  Prop  174  J£|) 

by  Karen  Koenig 

California  will  cut  public  education 
funding  to  K-12  and  community  colleges 
about  18  percent.  For  kids  from  low- 


Proposition  1 74,  the  "School  Voucher" 
initiative  on  the  ballot  this  November, 
would  provide  a  parent  with  a  voucher 
worth  $2,600  per  year  to  spend  on 
educating  his/her  child  at  either  a  public 
or  private  school.  Proponents  of  this 
initiative  claim  this  will  offer  parents  who 
are  dissatisfied  with  the  public  schools 
more  choices  in  their  children's  educa- 
tion. 

But  a  closer  look  shows  that  the 
proposition  is  a  serious  threat  to  quality 
education,  especially  for  low-income 
families. 

It  also  poses  a  danger  to  funding  for 
community  colleges,  whose  centers 
provide  needed  vocational  and  English- 
language  classes  in  the  Tenderloin. 

First  of  all,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
proposition  to  prevent  schools  from 
charging  tuition  higher  than  the  $2,600 
the  state  would  provide.  This  would  mean 
that  schools  charging  more  tuition  than  a 
family  could  afford  would  effectively 
exclude  those  children.  Some  estimates 
say  a  private  school  tuition  in  California 
averages  $7,000  per  child  per  year.  If  a 
parent  can't  pay  the  full  fare,  who  will? 

In  addition,  although  schools  that 
would  accept  vouchers  would  not  be 
allowed  to  discriminate  against  students 
on  the  basis  of  race,  ethnicity,  color,  or 
national  origin,  they  could  legally 
discriminate  against  students  on  the  basis 
of  religion,  disability,  gender,  academic 
performance,  or  anything  else  that  law 
does  not  mention. 

Even  worse,  any  "school"  that  enrolled 
at  least  25  students  would  qualify  for 
vouchers,  even  though  there  are  no 
requirements  for  teacher  credentials  nor 
are  there  any  educational  standards  for 
what  the  children  will  be  taught. 

Another  dangerous  result  of  this 
proposition  is  that  even  if  no  public 
school  students  decided  to  change  over  to 
private  schools,  California  funding  of 
public  schools  will  be  cut  by  10  percent 
just  to  administer  the  program,  according 
to  the  California  Federation  of  Teachers, 
which  opposes  the  measure. 

The  teacher's  union  —  which  is  joined 
in  its  opposition  to  the  measure  by  the 
PTA  and  even  conservative  Governor 
Wilson — also  estimates  that  if  just  five 
percent  of  current  public  school  students 
transfer  to  voucher  schools  and  75  percent 
of  private  school  students  use  vouchers. 


poorer  the  economy. 

There  is  one  concrete  way  in  which 
Tenderloin  residents  can  make  their  voices 
heard. 

Vote. 

20,000  votes  is  a  drop  in  the  ocean  in  a 
national  election,  but  this  is  San  Francisco 
and  20.000  votes  can  swing  an  election. 

Consider  that  Frank  Jordan  beat  Art 
Agnos  by  a  difference  of  14.(K)()  votes  in 
the  last  mayoral  election.  Just  7,001 
different  votes  could  have  produced  a  very 
different  result. 

For  the  Tenderloin  to  grab  and  keep  the 
ear  of  city  politicians,  it  must  show  a  large 
and  committed  group  of  registered  voters. 
There  are  15,000  registered  voters  here 
out  of  a  total  population  of  25,000.  The 
highest-cver  voter  turnout  was  about 
5.000. 

Politicians  listen  to  the  numbers — and 
they  won't  listen  to  these. 

But  these  numbers  are  deceiving.  The 
last  time  the  registered  voter  rolls  were 
purged  in  the  Tenderloin,  bellbottoms  and 
disco  were  in  the  news. 

Given  the  transitional  nature  of  the 
Tenderloin  and  the  large  population  of 
senior  citizens  here,  the  likelihood  is  great 
that  many  names  that  show  up  on  election 
day  as  no-shows  have  simply  moved  or 
passed  away. 

Politicians  then  believe  that  people 
here  simply  don't  care — and  can  then 
afford  to  use  this  neighborhood  as  the 
city's  dumping  ground  for  problems  they 
do  not  know  how  to  fix. 

That  can  change,  and  should. 

The  Registrar's  Office  provides  a  quick 
and  simple  workshop  that  enables 
ordinary  citizens  to  purge  precinct  polls 
by  double-checking  names  on  the  voter 
lists  against  the  last  known  address. 

Ghosts  and  empty  rooms  don't  vote — 
and  they  create  the  misperception  that  our 


community  does  not  participate  in  city 
democracy. 

To  a  politician,  the  number  of  voters 
are  sometimes  more  important  to  her  than 
the  issues  they  decide — the  more  votes  to 
woo,  the  longer  she  may  stay  in  office. 

There  arc  many  other  concrete  ways 
that  we  can  help  to  realize  the  promises 
made  in  the  Hilton's  ballroom. 

•  Call  the  NOMPC's  office  at  474- 
2164  and  ask  for  something  to  do  that  will 
help  Tenderloin  2000  become  a  reality. 
And  don't  take  no  for  an  answer: 

•  Much  of  Tenderloin  2000's  success 
will  depend  on  tenant  involvement  in 
their  buildings  and  blocks.  Ask  NOMPC 
for  help  in  organizing  and  supporting  a 
tenants'  association; 

•  Our  local  economy  depends  mostly 
on  small  business.  Patronize  our  local 
businesses — the  hardware  stores,  the 
groceries,  the  restaurants  and  the  banh  mi 
coffee  shops; 

•  Politicians  who  make  decisions  that 
affect  the  Tenderloin  read  constituent 
letters.  To  them,  ten  letters  a  week  is  a 
wave  of  public  sentiment. 

So  few  people  write  letters  that 
politicians  commonly  count  one  letter  as 
representative  of  a  hundred,  or  depending 
on  the  district,  a  thousand  or  more  voters. 

Write  to  the  supervisers,  to  your 
Congressional  representatives,  and 
announce  your  concerns.  How  many  of  us 
know  at  least  half  a  dozen  people  who 
share  a  similar  concern?  Team  up.  take 
half  an  hour  and  write  a  letter  or  send  a 
postcard  to  a  pol. 

A  policy  of  neglect  that  has  been 
practiced  by  the  city  for  decades  has 
ironically  produced  a  tough  and  strug- 
gling people  who  live  in  a  world  that 
others  would  leave  or  silently  suffer. 

Well,  the  Tenderloin  has  gotten  the 
corporate  recognition  it  said  it  needed  in 
order  to  thrive. 

We  have  talked  the  talk. 

Now  it's  time  to  walk  the  walk. 


income  families  who 
must  attend  public 
schools,  this  would 
mean  larger  class 
sizes  as  well  as 
cutbacks  in  transpor- 
tation, textbooks, 
and  library  services. 

Because  commu- 
nity colleges  like 
City  College  of  San 
Francisco  depend  on 
state  funding  that  is 
based  on  the  number 
of  children  in 
kindergarten  through 
12th  grade,  the 
CCSF  and  its 
branches,  like  the 
Alemany  Campus  in 
the  Tenderloin, 
could  also  lose  state 
funding — meaning 
fewer  classes 
offered,  reduced 
services,  and  layoffs 
of  school  employ- 
ees. Of  course, 
vouchers  will  not  be 
available  to  commu- 
nity college  stu- 
dents, but  these 
college  students 
would  "pay  the 
price"  in  terms  of 
lost  educational 
opportunities  if  the 
measure  is  passed. 

There  is  no 
question  that  our 
public  schools  could 
use  improvement, 
but  this  ballot 
measure  is  not  the 
way  to  make  the 
necessary  changes. 

Vote  No  on 
Proposition  174  on 
November  2nd. 


Frustrated,  angrv.  mad  :is  lu  ll  and  don't  want  to  take  il  anymore? 


Well,  make  a  point  in  our  new  Ol'-ll)  column.  We  m\  He  \ou  to  suhmil  shorl  opinion  articles 
on  the  larger  issues  affecting  the  people  who  live  ami  work  in  the  Tenderloin. 

Please  keep  your  articles  to  750  words  or  less,  or  three  double-spaced  t\  ped  pages.  Ailiclesu  ill 
he  edited  on  the  basis  of  length,  libel,  obscenih  and  urammar. 


— Karen  Koenig  is  a 
teacher  and  former 
editor  of 
TheTenderloin  Times. 


The  home 
you  want  for 
5%  down. 


Now  it's  much  easier  for  qualified 
borrowers  to  get  a  mortgage  with 
the  Citibank  Community  Home 
Buyer's  Program.  Never  thought 
you'd  be  able  to  afford  a  home?  Citibank's 
Community  Home  Buyer's  Program  is  working 
hard  to  help  people  achieve  the  American 
dream  of  affordable  home  ownership. 

That's  why  we  offer  special  mortgages- 
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fixed  at  today's  low  rate -with  as  little  as 
5%  down. 

Citibank's  Mortgage  Consultants  will  be 
happy  to  answer  all  your  questions  and  help 
you  through  the  application  process.  Just  call 
(415)922-1190  for  more  information. 

CITIBANKO 

THE  CITI  NEVER  SLEEPS® 

i,  combined  household  Income  connoi  exceed  120%  of  the  medico  famty  income  m  the 
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Vietnamese  Former  Military 
Officers  Start  New  Lives — and 
New  Political  Force 


by  Bac  Hoai  Tran 

It  was  somewhat  nostalgic. 

During  the  first  few  moments,  many 
eyes  proudly  fixed  on  the  Hag  tor  which 
they  had  fiercely  fought  before  the  tall  of 
Saigon. 

About  70  former  soldiers  stood  at  rigid 
attention  that  Sunday  in  October  of  1993 
and  sang  along  with  the  pre- 1975 
recording  of  the  national  anthem  of  South 
Vietnam. 

They  had  gathered  at  the  Vietnam 
Center  on  Larkin  for  their  first  tund- 
raising  event  ever  since  the  inception  of 
their  San  Francisco  association  almost 
two  years  ago. 

But  it  was  the  sense  of  unity  and 
camaraderie — the  memories  of  fighting 
together,  losing  their  friends  to  civil  war, 
and  leaving  behind  the  country  for  which 
they  had  fought — that  was  more  impor- 
tant than  the  $1,040  in  donations  col- 
lected that  Sunday. 

The  fledging  group  is  a  signpost  of  the 
direction  in  which  the  Vietnamese 
population  in  San  Francisco  is  moving  in 
establishing  its  own  political  force. 

These  newly  arrived  refugees — many 
former  military  men  who  legally  immi- 
grated to  the  United  States  under  a  recent 
United  Nations  program  known  as 
Humane  Operations,  or  HO,  in  Viet- 
nam— have  made  themselves  conspicuous 
among  the  Vietnamese  community.  They 
have  succeeded  in  forming  important 
relations  with  many  well-established 


Vietnamese  Americans,  namely  doctors, 
lawyers,  and  businessmen. 

Mr.  Nguyen  Thanh  Chuan.  a  former 
colonel  in  the  ARVN  who  had  just  been  re- 
elected as  president  of  the  group,  delivered 
a  short  speech  at  (he  fundraiser.  In  his 
soft-spoken  manner,  he  explained  the  need 
for  the  former  officers  to  come  together  as 
an  active  association. 

"Newly  arrived  in  America,  most  of  us 
haven*t  yet  been  able  to  assimilate  into  this 
new  society."  he  said.  "What  we  can  do 
best  now  is  to  help  out  one  another — those 
who  came  earlier  helping  those  who  just 
came,  even  though  it  is  more  like  a  torn 
leaf  trying  to  assist  a  tattered  one.'* 

After  the  speech,  they  broke  for 
traditional  Vietnamese  food,  broke  into 
groups  and  began  to  engage  in  animated 
conversations. 

Reminiscences  intermingled  with  new 
hopes  and  new  doubts  as  they  talked. 

Some  suggested  having  fun  over  a 
chessboard.  like  of  old  when,  during  a  lull 
in  endless  weeks  of  savage  fighting  in  their 
now-faraway  homeland,  soldiers  battled 
the  other  enemy — boredom — by  playing 
Vietnamese  chess. 

Upon  leaving,  a  former  lieutenant,  56 
years  old,  commented  on  this  event. 
"Before  I  came  to  this  fund-raising  event,  I 
had  some  reservations  about  this  associa- 
tion," he  said.  "But  now  I  think  it  is  very 
well-organized  and  I  really  believe  I  have 
found  support  and  sympathy  here." 


Hospitality  House 
Hits  A  Triple 

Employees.board  members,  volunteers  and  participants  with  Hospitality  House  were 
busy  on  October  28 — but  then,  they  normally  are. 

But  this  past  Thursday  evening,  their  stamina  was  tested  by  three  of  the  House's 
programs  simultaneously  holding  a  building  dedication,  an  art  exhibition 
and  a  graduation  ceremony  and  dinner,  all  in  one  three-hour  period. 

Hundreds  of  friends  mingled  together  with  city  officials,  donors  and  program  partici- 
pants and  discussed  the  art  displayed  by  the  Art  Program's  Tenderloin  artists  at  146 
Leavenworth.  Ceramic  sculptures,  framed  paintings,  Christmas  cards  and  limited-edition 
print  publications  were  appreciated  by  the  crowd.  The  new  printing  area  in  the  formerly 
cramped  and  dingy  basement  now  enables  Tenderloin  artists  to  commercially  expand 
their  talents  to  a  wider  audience. 

That  area  once  was  home  to  the  Youth  Department  but  now  they  enjoy  their  new  digs 
at  288  Turk  Street  just  down  the  block.  The  new  offices — with  more  space  for  their  drop- 
in,  employment  counseling  and  education  services — can  now  offer  kids  from  the  street  a 
safe  and  welcoming  sanctuary  from  life  on  the  harsh  pavement. 

The  dedication  was  heavily  attended  by  city  officials  and  supporters  who  see  the 
House's  Youth  Program  as  a  much-needed  model  to  replicate  elsewhere  in  the  city — beds 
and  services  are  few  for  the  2,000  homeless  children  in  San  Francisco  today. 

Two  blocks  up  at  476  Ellis.  30  of  the  60  residents  at  the  House's  Cambridge  Transi- 
tional Housing  Project  received  gold  gilt-edged  certificates  for  meeting  their  personal 
case  management  goals  over  the  past  six  months.  The  Cambridge  Project  has  a  success 
rate  of  about  43  per  cent  in  its  residents  moving  to  more  permanent  housing  and  staying 
there. 

A  homemade  dinner  prepared  by  staff  and  residents  in  the  community  kitchen  greeted 
each  visitor,  including  Ted  Dienstfry,  the  city's  chief  housing  official.  Casual  dinner 
conversation,  laughter  and  personal  pride  in  their  accomplishments  by  the  residents  were  the 
perfect  end  to  a  hectic  night. 

—Times  staff  report 
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Homeless  Veterans  Action 
Committee  Hosting  Vet 
Dinner  on  November  7 


Gimg  ho.  Semper  fi. 

"Work  in  harmony."  "Always  faithful." 

These  popular  words  Irom  our  military 
past  are  taken  to  heart  by  a  group  ol 
currently  and  formerly  homeless  veterans 
still  bound  by  their  desire  not  to  leave  their 
wounded  on  the  battlefield. 

To  many  members  of  the  Homeless 
Veterans  Action  Committee  (HVAC — all 
formerly  militrary  people  who  have 
experienced  homelessness — living  without 
shelter  is  as  dangerous  now  as  was  a 
firefight  in  the  jungles  of  Vietnam  or  the 
snows  of  Korea  then. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Veterans  of 
Foreign  Wars-Post  3570  located  in  the  War 
Memorial  Building  on  Van  Ness,  HVAC 
gathered,  arranged  and  fed  over  800 
homeless  veterans  and  their  families — a 
small  army — at  last  year's  Veterans  Day 
celebration. 

In  this  year's  Third  Annual  Homeless 
Veterans'  Hospitality  Reception  to  be  held 
in  Room  202  at  the  Veterans  War  Memo- 
rial Building.  HVAC  and  Post  3570  will 
hope  to  feed  1 .000  people. 

Itis  one  of  the  most  efficient  such 
efforts  in  the  city  on  that  important  holiday 


for  veterans.  While  Swords  to  Plowshares, 
the  city's  most  widely-known  veterans' 
group,  was  only  able  to  prov  ide  peanut 
butter  sandwiches  to  go  last  year.  HVAC 
had  a  dinner  with  silver  dishware  that  held 
chicken,  vegetables,  yams,  salad,  bread, 
dessert  and  cof  fee. 

They  also  gave  away  donated  sleeping 
bags  as  a  lottery  prize. 

They  cooked  and  served  this  meal  for  a 
cost  of  $700,  all  of  which  went  for  the 
food. 

Because  of  the  logistics  and  success  of 
an  operation  of  this  size,  HVAC  is  making 
a  public  request  for  donations  of  food, 
dishware.  lottery  prizes — specifically  for 
homeless  people — and/or  money  for  food. 

All  donations  will  be  acknowledged  by 
mail.  Any  checks  should  be  made  payable 
to  the  Coalition  on  Homelessness.  their 
fiscal  agent,  and  earmarked  "Vets  Recep- 
tion." For  information  on  the  lime  of  the 
reception  or  questions  regarding  donations 
or  the  event  itself  ,  contact  Ray  Masterson 
at  346-3740  or  drop  by  their  office  at  126 
Hyde  Street. 

— Tenderloin  Times  staff  report 


Although  man) 
veterans  use  Veterans 
Administration 
facilities,  not  all  low- 
on  ome  vets  <  on  iim 
them 

One  reason  main 
disabled  vets  are  living 
on  the  streets  is  that 
only  one-tenth  oj  one 
^percent  of  the  \  A 
budget  is  set  aside  for 
homeless  veterans 
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Honest  Banking  is  Our  Tradition 

Trustworthy.  Reliable.  Fair.  Innovative. 
You  hear  these  words  often  in  today's  business  world. 

At  the  Bank  of  Canton  of  California,  they  are 
the  guiding  principles  of  our  philosophy. 


Discover  the  ease  and  simplicity  of  doing  business  at  the  Bank 
of  Canton,  where  serving  you  is  our  highest  honor. 


Establish  any  new  account  today  and  receive  a  gift  of  appreciation. 
Open  a  checking  account  and  receive  your  first  order  of  checks  FREE. 
All  existing  customers  on  January  15,  1994  are  automatically  eligible 
for  our  special  Chinese  New  Year  celebration  program. 


ATM  NETWORK  and  24-HOUR  PHONE  TELLER  services  available  soon. 


fjyi  BANK  OF  CANTON  OF  CALIFORNIA 

UCJ  The  Bank  for  all  Californians 


CHINATOWN 

743  Washington 
421-5215 


NORTH  BEACH 

1301  Stockton 
989-4088 


FINANCIAL  DISTRICT 

555  Montgomery 
391-8912 

AVENUES  OAKLAND 

2533  Noriega  900  Webster 

681-5333  451-5600 

SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA  BRANCHES  IN  MONTEREY  PARK  AND  L  A.  CHINATOWN 

SINCE  1937  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER  MEMBER  FDIC 


1993  Election  Recommendations 


State  Ballot 


YES  ON  PROP  168 
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City  Ballot 


City  Sales  Tax  Extension 

This  half-ceni  sales  tax  extension 
would  kick  in.  if  approved,  if  State  Prop 
172  does  not  pass.  The  equation  is  simple 
your  health  is  being  held  hostage  at  the 
cost  of  a  nickel  for  every  ten  dollars  you 
spend 

If  this  fails,  massive  cuts  in  ow- 
elty health  system  would  put  your  healt — 
or  your  life — at  great  risk. 

It's  worth  the  nickel. 


PhoTo:  Jennifer  cneel 


LOW -INCOME  HOUSING 

Would  put  public  housing  projects  on  same 
basis  as  any  other  housing — if  people  didn't  like  it,  thejj 
could  collect  signatures  to  put  it  on  ballot  rather  than 
having  to  vole  on  it  every  time  a  project  was  proposed. 


STATE  SALES  TAX 
EXTENSION 

Would  make 
permanent  a  half-cent 
extension  of  sales  tax 
with  the  money  going  to 
local  government  to 
cover  police  costs. 

If  it  fails.  San 
Francisco  may  cut  its 
health  programs  used  by 
poor  communities  like 
the  Tenderloin. 
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(General  Assistance  Reform? 

Fingerprinting  and  longer  waits  to 
reapply  if  a  bureaucratic  rule  is  broken  are  the 
key  elements  of  this  measure  that  is  designed  to 
make  living  here  in  San  Francisco  more  difficult 
if  you  are  poor.  A  reason  cited  for  this  measure 
is  the  rising  number  of  people  who  are  on  GA. 

LA  did  the  same  thing — and  more  people 
are  on  GA  and  on  the  streets  than  ever  before. 
The  same  thing  will  happen  here. 


TOPCOPY  PRINTING  &  GRAPHICS 


Times  Health  Focus:  A  Health  Program  That  Works 

Homeless  Prenatal  Program— A  Local  Model  That  Tackles  Poverty  and  Hpalth 


by  Doug  Robson 

The  waiting  room  is  like  a  womb. 
Cushy  couches  line  the  walls.  Clients  cat 
snacks  and  drink  juice — nourishment— on 
the  premises.  At  the  rear  in  the  center  of 
the  room,  a  tour-foot  blue  balloon  replica 
of  a  crayon  sticks  out  of  a  large  Mickey 
Mouse  chest  almost  spilling  over  with 
toys.  Posters  line  the  walls  with  advice 
and  warnings  about  pregnancy,  drugs,  and 
HIV  disease.  In  the  far  left  comer  sit 
stacks  of  literature  on  prenatal  care, 
nutrition,  community  resources  and 
communicable  diseases. 

When  mothers-to-be  and  their  children 
first  come  into  the  office  of  the  Homeless 
Prenatal  Program  (HPP)  they  instantly 
feel  the  support  all  around  them. 

The  womb  is  a  fitting  metaphor  for  a 
unique  program  that  makes  a  significant 
impact  on  the  lives  of  hundreds  of 
homeless  and  pregnant  women  each  year 
in  San  Francisco  by  providing  a  number 
of  medical,  social,  emotional,  and  referral 
services.  Officials  at  the  HPP  estimate 
that  eighty  percent  of  their  clients  come 
from  the  Tenderloin. 

The  program  takes  a  comprehensive, 
holistic  approach  to  serving  the  individual 
needs  of  homeless  women  whose  lives  are 
often  marked  by  venous  substance  abuse 
by  providing  a  safe  and  neutral  environ- 
ment where  they  can  come  and  receive 
assistance. 

The  core  of  the  program  revolves 
around  the  five  Community  Health 
Outreach  Workers  that  act  as  tentacles  to 
the  homeless  community.  These  women 
are  former  clients  with  all  of  the  prob- 
lems— homelessness.  substance  abuse, 
loblessness — that  affect  the  people  they 
now  go  into  the  streets  to  assist. 

"1  realized."  says  HPP  founder  Martha 
Ryan,  "if  we  were  going  to  help  homeless 
women,  who  would  be  better  as  role 
models  than  women  who  had  been  there 
themselves?" 


Photo  Ken  Oppranr 
Programs  for  street  alcoholics  have 
one  month  w  aiting  lists. 


MARTHA  RYAN 

Blue-eyed,  strawberry-haired  and 
highly  energetic.  Ryan,  a  44-year-old 
health  educator  and  nurse  practitioner, 
founded  the  HPP  four  years  ago.  Ryan 
first  saw  the  need  for  integrated  prenatal 
services  for  homeless  women  while 
pursuing  her  masters  degree  in  public 
health.  "At  the  time."  she  explains.  "I  was 
working  as  a  volunteer  for  Health  Care 
for  the  Homeless,  linking  pregnant 
women  who  were  not  getting  prenatal 
care  with  services  in  the  city." 

Through  her  work  .she  recognized  that 
in  order  to  break  the  cycle  of 
homelessness  afflicting  these  women,  a 
comprehensive  approach  was  needed  to 
extricate  mothers  from  the  poverty  and 
social  disruption  in  which  they  lived. 

While  first  and  foremost  they  needed 
prenatal  care,  they  also  needed  a  means  of 
recovering  their  physical  and  psychologi- 
cal stability.  "Medical  care  is  the  hook  to 
get  them  here,"  says  Ryan,  "but  their 
problems  are  social." 

Ryan's  vision  of  using  clients  as 
service  providers  was  modeled  after  her 
experience  as  a  Peace  Corps  volunteer 
and  relief  worker  in  East  Africa. 

"We  trained  refugee  women  on  how  to 
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be  community  relief  providers,"  she 
explains.  "Basically,  we  taught  them 
everything  we  knew  and  with  their  help 
we  were  able  to  control  the  diseases  that 
on  our  own  would  have  been  impossible." 

When  she  returned  to  the  States  and 
confronted  the  homelessness  that  has 
become  such  a  part  of  the  urban  land- 
scape in  this  country,  Ryan  saw  an 
opportunity  to  implement  what  she  had 
learned  in  Africa. 

An  initial  grant  from  the  San  Francisco 
Foundation  in  1 989  was  the  first  brick  in 
building  Ryan's  vision,  and  she  has  never 
looked  back.  Relying  almost  entirely  on 
private  donations,  the  HPP  has  expanded 
into  an  organization  of  three  social 
workers —  five  former  clients  who  now 
serve  as  Community  Health  Outreach 
Workers — and  a  health  educator.  Ryan,  of 
course,  is  director  and  runs  the  medical 
arm  of  the  program. 

SCOPE  OF  SERVICES 

The  centrally  located  downtown  office 
is  conveniently  near  areas  where  many 
homeless  families  find  inexpensive 
housing  in  single  room  occupancy  hotels. 
A  multidisciplinary  team  of  professionals 
and  Community  Health  Outreach  Work- 
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ers  see  clients  on  a  drop-in  and  appoint- 
ment basis  in  order  to  provide  referrals 
and  facilitate  a  healthy  pregnancy. 

Weekly  peer  support  groups,  led  by 
Community  Health  Outreach  Workers 
and  attended  by  one  ol  the  professional 
staff,  act  as  a  forum  for  clients  to  discuss 
their  concerns  and  problems. 

Services  typically  provided  include 
prenatal  assessment  and  placement  in 
prenatal  care  programs,  income  and 
benefits  advocacy,  psycho-social  and 
substance  abuse  counseling,  assistance 
with  finding  permanent  housing,  child 
care  and  legal  assistance. 

In  order  to  ensure  the  delivery  of 
services  provided  to  clients,  the  HPP 
works  closely  with  other  community 
organizations  like  Health  Care  for  the 
Homeless  and  various  medical  clinics. 

And  no  woman — whether  or  not  they 
are  homeless  or  pregnant— is  ever  turned 
away. 

C OMMIMTV  HEALTH  OIT- 
RF.ACH  WORKERS 

Each  of  the  five  women  currently 
employed  for  15  hours  a  week  at  the 
program  as  Outreach  Workers  has 
rebounded  from  troubling  and  hopeless 
situations.  There  stones,  however,  are  not 
unique,  which  is  why  they  serve  as  ideal 
role  models  to  their  peers  in  the  streets. 

Ryan  had  seen  their  struggles  and 
knew  they  had  the  mettle  to  turn  their 
lives  around  before  approaching  them  to 
work  in  the  program. 

First,  however,  they  had  to  meet 
certain  tough  criteria:  they  had  to  be 
living  off  the  streets  or  out  of  the  shelters; 
they  had  to  be  clean  of  drugs  and  alcohol; 
and  they  had  to  have  a  willingness  to  help 
those  like  themselves  get  up  off  their  feet. 

"I  met  Martha  in  1989  when  I  was 
living  in  the  Hamilton  Shelter,"  recalls 
33-year-old  Lucille  Anderson.  "I  came 
into  the  program  and  used  their  services 
because  I  was  an  addict  and  pregnant. 


They  helped  me  get  my  life  together. 

Then,  on  October  2.  1991.  my  birth- 
day, Martha  said  to  me.  'How  about  a  job 
for  your  birthday?'  I  said,  'you  must  be 
kidding.'" 

Joking  Ryan  was  not.  and  now  two 
years  later  Anderson,  who  has  been  sober 
lor  three  years,  is  involved  in  a  pilot 
program  at  City  College  earning  credits 
while  studying  to  take  the  GED  exam — 
all  while  serving  as  an  outreach  worker 
and  caring  for  four  children  at  home. 

"This  program  has  enriched  my  life." 
says  Anderson.  "I  give  support  to  the 
community  and  I  get  support  back.  I  like 
working  with  people  and  giving  back  to 
the  community  what  I  got  from  the 
community." 

Others  success  stories  include  two 
women  studying  to  become  a  nurse  and  a 
legal  assistant,  respectively,  and  one 
woman  who  has  landed  a  job  with  the 
Department  of  Public  Health. 

"Which  is  the  whole  idea."  says  Ryan. 
"The  Outreach  Workers  are  the  backbone 
of  the  program.  By  giving  them  job 
readiness  skills  and  responsibility,  we 
build  self-esteem  which  helps  them  break 
through  the  cycle  of  poverty." 

It  is  not.  however,  easy  work.  In 
addition  to  facilitating  the  weekly  peer 
group  meetings.  Outreach  Workers  go  to 
the  places  where  they  are  likely  to 
confront  homeless  and  pregnant  women: 
shelters,  hotels,  check  cashing  and  AFDC 
offices,  and  particular  neighborhoods  and 
parks.  They  also  perform  home  and 
follow-up  (after  delivery)  visits,  checking 
up  on  clients  they  have  seen  on  the  street 
or  in  the  prenatal  program. 

And  because  they  are  familiar  with  the 
issues  these  women  face,  no  one  is  better 
qualified  to  listen  to  and  address  their 
problems  with  trust  and  confidentiality. 

In  return  for  their  work,  the  women 
receive  training  in  basic  job  skills  from 

typmy  and  computers  to  health  education. 
They  also  receive  a  stipend  in  the  form  of 


Sketch:  Che  Che  Mundo 
St.  Anthony's  is  another  privately-funded 
programs  that  works  heller  than  city 

programs. 

vouchers — food  stamps,  clothing,  and 
rent  supplements. 

Most  important,  they  gain  a  sense  of 
purpose  and  sell -confidence  that  steers 
their  lives  in  a  positive  direction. 

Outreach  Worker  Tempi  Brooks,  a  28- 
ycar-old  African  American  with  a  big 
smile  and  a  motherly  disposition,  says  the 
program  "saved  my  life"  when,  three 
years  ago.  she  was  down  and  out  and 
seriously  into  drugs. 

"Martha  always  gave  me  support 
when  other  people  turned  me  away,"  she 
says.  "This  program  opened  up  my  eyes 
and  I  have  a  life  again."  Although  only 
three  months  into  her  job  as  an  Outreach 
Worker,  Brooks  has  found  the  support 
and  direction  so  many  women  like  her 
need. 

—Doug  Robson  is  a  Tenderloin 
freelance  writer. 


Photo  Ken  Opprann 
Drug  programs  are  being  cut.  leaving 

more  people  OD  'ing  in  public  parks. 


STATISTICS  OF  SUCCESS 

Statistics  compiled  by  the  HPP  through 
the  first  2.5  years  of  the  program  indicate 
that  while  "40.8%  of  clients  had  positive 
birth  outcomes  as  measured  by  normal 
birth  weight  and  negative  screens  for 
drugs  and  alcohol",  those  women  who 
had  more  than  six  appointments  with  the 
HPP  fared  better  in  terms  of  birth 
outcomes  than  those  that  did  not. 

This  suggests  that  more  contact  with 
the  program  increases  the  likelihood  of  a 
healthy  outcome  for  the  mother  and  child. 

CLIENTS  AT  THE  CLINIC 

On  this  particular  morning,  Ryan  is  see- 
ing clients  at  the  South  of  Market  Health 
Center,  most  of  whom  have  been  referred 
from  the  HPP  office.  While  conducting 
various  medical  exams,  she  chats  easily 
with  the  women,  disarming  them  and  trying 
to  determining  how  they  are  doing  and  what 
kind  of  assistance  they  might  need. 

Despite  their  homelessness  and  hard 
luck,  the  women  here  are  clearly  grateful 
to  be  in  contact  with  someone  that  cares. 

"This  program  helps  out  a  lot."  says 
22-year-old  Maria  Jauriqui  as  her  2-year- 
old  son  Robert,  a  ball  of  energy,  bounds 
around  the  clinic,  it's  really  good.  They 
help  you  get  on  your  feel  help  you  find  a 
place,  help  you  save  your  money,  help 
you  find  a  hospital."  Two  months 
pregnant  and  living  in  a  shelter.  Maria 
seems  to  have  found  caring  friends  at 
HPP 

Another  client,  who  declined  to  give 
her  name,  saw  a  flier  for  the  program  at  a 
shelter  three  years  ago  when  she  was 
pregnant. 

'  I  don't  know  what  I  would  have  done 
it  I  didn't  have  the  program."  she  says, 
staring  at  the  wall  in  deep  thought. 

"There  is  a  lot  of  women  that  are 
pregnant  that  need  help."  she  says, 
knowingly.  Today.  Ryan  will  perform  a 
pelvic  exam  on  the  21 -year-old  client, 
who  is  here  again  for  prenatal  care. 

A  MODEL  FOR  C  ITY  PROGRAMS 

Ryan  hopes  to  continue  to  expand  the 
program  by  increasing  the  number  of 
Outreach  Workers.  She  also  hopes  to  get 
MediCal  reimbursement  for  some  of  the 
services  provided  by  the  program. 

Fortunately,  since  they  do  not  rely  on 
public  funding,  the  HPP  will  not  be 
directly  affected  by  state  proposition  172 
or  local  proposition  C  which  could  impact 
social  services  to  the  homeless  . 

"But,"  warns  health  educator  Tara 
Herlochcr.  "if  they  fail,  it  means  there 
will  be  less  potential  money  out  there  for 
programs  like  ours.  And  if  there's  less 
money  we'll  have  a  greater  client  load." 

When  asked  if  she  knew  of  similar 
programs  for  homeless  women  m  other 
cities.  Ryan  curls  her  brow  and  says  that 
she  doesn't  know  of  any. 

Nevertheless,  Ryan  knows  she  has 
started  a  unique — and  effective — progran 
that  has  transformed  the  lives  of  several 
women  and  continues  to  make  inroads 
into  fighting  the  cycle  of  poverty  and 
homelessness  affecting  many  of  this 
city's  most  fragile  and  overlooked 
citizens. 

The  Homeless  Prenatal  Program  (HPP)  995 
Market  St.,  Suite  1010,  546-6756 


On  a  Street  in  the  Tenderloin 


Can  I  love  the  man  who  j,ust 
stands  there  staring? 

Or  do  I  even  notice  him 
enough  to  care? 

Or  do  I  really  see  him  at 


Does  my  glance  bring  him 
meaning? 

Or  just  nervous  eyes? 

Can  I  imagine  that  I  might  be 
that  man  someday, 

And  really  believe  it? 

Can  I  eliminate  the  thought  as 
an  impossibility? 

Can  I  feel  what  it  would  be 
like? 

...  is  like? 
If  it  (that  reality)  should  be, 


would  I  love  myself  as  I 
stand  there, 

or  at  night  before  I  go  to 
sleep, 

when  I'm  alone  and  it's 
dark? 

If  it  (that  reality)  should  be, 

could  I  accept  it? 

.  .  .  accept  it  and  say 
"That's  life." 

Accept  myself? 

If  it  (that  reality)  should  be 

could  I  be  glad  to  see 

the  morning  sun  shine 
each  day? 


and  stand  there 


staring? 


Copyright  1981  by 
Charles  Holmes 


Untitled 

The  fog  seems  to  weep 
on  Tenderloin  streets, 
passing  in  fretful  wind 
like  the  death  of  a  friend 
Who  ever  thought  so  many 
things  could  come  to  an  end 
in  one  wounded  place  so 
hidden  in  din? 

Howls  at  night  are  better  than 

blasts  of  hate, 

The  deafening  explosion  of 

murder  - 

Why  is  it  a  given 

if  in  the  Tenderloin  you're 

livin ' 

your  life  is  suddenly  worth 
less? 

The  accepted  ratio  of  crime  to 
person 

Is  an  appointed  accomplice, 
That  these  should  fall  so  that 
others  may  live 
Is  murder  from  here,  to  me. 

jguglielmelli  93 


Life  is  a  soap  opera  .  .  . 

A  dainty  libretto  — 

So  that  it  kind  of  works  the 

way 

Sex  works,  covering  all  the 
skin 

—  Marsha 
Campbell,  from  the  book 
Goddesses  We  Ain't 


The  Making  of  a  Blues 
Singer 

siren  rings,  a  mother  sings 
the  tears  away 
but  she  knows 
as  her  child  grows 
the  doors  wont  hold  him  bacH 
not  his  choice  to  be  black 
all  he  owns  in  a  sack 
on  his  back 

so  she  tries,  in  between  hid- 
den sighs 

to  make  promises  that  sound 
like  lies 

forging  something  that  re- 
sembles hope 
from  nothing  but  despair 
combing  her  hair  she  miles 
savoring  the  whiles  until 
her  bleeding  hand  let-go 
her  most  treasured  thing 
a  grown  man  with  only  one 
wing, 

the  ability  to  sing 

JGuglielmelli  93 


Rediscover  Your  YMCA! 


♦Hotel 

Daily  and  Weekly  Rates 

"Senior's  Program 

Fitness  Classes 
Strength  Training 
Language  Lessons 
Monthly  Dances 
Trips 

'Literacy  School 

For  Native  Chinese  and 
Spanish  speakers 
learning  English 

*Cafe  Central 

Serving  Breakfast,  Lunch  and  Dinner 
Espresso  Bar 
Catering 


The  Central  YMCA 


Serving  our  Community  for  over  90  y—n. 


Central  YMCA 
220  Golden  Gate  Ave. 
(@  Leavenworth) 
San  Francisco,  CA 
94102 
(415)  885-0460 


*Fitness  Programs 

Aerobics 
Aquatics 
Cardiac  Therapy 
Weight  Equipment 
Nautilus  and  Life  Circuit 
Volleyball 
Basketball 
Badminton 
Strength  Training 

*Theater 


*Youth  Programs 

After  School  (ages  6-12) 
Tenderloin  Improvement 
Project  (middle  school  employment 
and  training) 


All  this  and  more  at  your  Community  Center! 


Doing  Business  in  the  Loin 

The--Bottom--Line-- 


Photo  Eli  Bishop 

Longtime  Tenderloin  businessman  Louis  Jackson.  70,  leans  in  front  of  his  shoe 
shine  stand  on  Mason  Street  between  Turk  and  Eddy  streets,  w  atching  the  live  human 
dramas  and  comedies  plax  on  the  streets  before  him. 


The  Times  took  time  and  a  half  off  to 
visit  ,i  small  business  that  has  been 
operating  in  the  heart  of  the  Tenderloin 
lor  some  time  now.  We  met  with  Louis 
Jackson,  age  70,  who  was  born  in 
Chicago  and  moved  here  as  a  kid  where 
he  grew  up.  He  has  been  living  here  ever 
since.  Louis,  or  Jackson,  as  everybody 
calls  him,  worked  as  an  auto-body 
repairman  and  a  hotel  doorman  before 
deciding  to  open  his  shoe  shine  business. 

The  Times:  What  was  most  difficult 
for  your  business  over  your  years  here? 

Jackson:  1  remember  back  in  the  5(V s 
and  60' s  when  things  started  getting 
changed  all  around.  There  were  beatniks 
and  hippies  wall  to  wall.  The  people 
didn't  care  about  getting  their  shoes 
shined.  didn't  get  their  hair  cut,  or  worry 
about  how  clean  they  appeared.  They 
didn't  take  baths.  Everything  turned  into  a 
slum.  Business  collapsed.  People  didn't 
care  about  themselves  anymore  or  about 
anyone  else,  so  doing  business  became 
useless.  Now  it  looks  like  its  starting  to 
shape  up  again. 


The  Times:  Do  you  think  black 
businesses  are  being  exploited  by 
internalized  and  systemized  racism? 

Jackson:  No.  |A  black  man|  has  got  to 
open  the  door  himself  before  he  can  make 
it!  You  can't  depend  on  somebody  else  to 
help  you  because  it  ain't  like  that  any- 
more. If  you  get  out  there  and  help 
yourself  without  depending  on  somebody 
else,  then  they  will  see  you  doing 
something  for  yourself.  Let's  put  it  this 
way — nobody  owes  you  nothing.  That's 
the  truth.  But,  it  does  hurt  that  people 
think  that  all  blacks  are  the  same  because 
they're  not. 

The  /inn  s  :  Hon  do  you  think  other 
small  business  are  doing? 

Jackson:  They're  having  bad  times 
because  people  on  the  street  are  hurting 
business.  I  see  a  lot  of  things  but  1  don't 
see  anything  that  kills  business  more  than 
that.  Original  Joe's  around  the  comer — 
they  have  people  standing  in  their 
doorways  that  come  from  Richmond. 
Vallejo.  Oakland,  all  over  the  Bay  Area. 
These  people  don't  respect  business — 
they  run  business  away. 
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The  Times:  If  you  could  do  anything 
else  for  the  local  business  community, 
what  would  it  be? 

Jackson:  Well.  I  don't  know,  but  I'd 
like  the  streets  cleaned  up.  There's  people 
coming  around  here  that  don't  even  know 
where  they're  at.  They  park  their  cars  and 
when  they  come  back  their  windows  are 
broken  and  their  things  have  been  stolen. 
If  these  kind  of  things  were  cleaned  up, 
more  people  would  be  coming  around 
here  because  they  won't  have  that  fear  in 
them. 

Business  Community  Update 

Twenty-three  year  old  Alexander 
Rashed  was  just  one  when  his  father 
opened  the  Hyde-O'Farrell  Market.  Alex, 
who  says.'  I  practically  grew  up  here  and  I 
know  this  neighborhood  like  the  back  of 
my  hand."  has  now  opened  Chunky \ 
Taqueria  and  Grill  at  709  O'Farrell. 

His  new  restaurant,  just  one  door  down 
from  his  father's  market,  is  a  brightly 
decorated,  inviting  shop.  An  enormous 
bay  window  faces  the  street  through 
which  one  can  watch  hamburgers, 
burritos  and  a  great  deal  more  being 
prepared  in  the  gleaming  new  kitchen. 

Besides  providing  a  wide  array  of  hot, 
inexpensive  meals.  Rashed  hopes  that  a 
bustling  new  business  will  help  to  clean 
up  the  neighborhood.  "We've  already 
seen  a  change  on  the  corner,"  he  says.  He 
points  to  a  blank  space  on  the  wall  where 
he  removed  a  public  phone  often  used  by 
drug  dealers  and  to  four  freshly-installed 
halogen  floodlights  that  face  O'Farrell 
Street  that  cast  a  bright  glow  over  the 


immediate  sidewalk  at  night. 

As  part  of  his  commitment  to  the 
community  that  he  serves,  Rashed 
decided  to  hire  all  his  four  employees 
from  the  Tenderloin;  each  of  his  four 
employees  lives  within  a  block  or  two 
walk  from  Chunky's  front  door. 

Chunky's  Taqueria  and  Grill  offers  a 
wide  variety  of  meals,  from  burritos. 
enchiladas  and  tacos  to  hamburgers  and 
chicken  sandwiches.  Prices  range  from 
$1 .49  for  super  fries  to  $4.75  for  a  special 
dinner  plate.  You  can  find  them  at  709 
O'Farrell  on  Monday  through  Saturday. 
1 1  a.m.  to  1 1  p.m.  They  offer  take-out 
and  can  be  reached  at  346-6100. 

Rashed's  hopes  and  efforts  for  the 
neighborhood  have  been  joined  by  Mike 
English,  owner  of  the  Nile  Cap.  a 
neighborhood  tavern  at  699  O'Farrell 
facing  the  Hyde-O'Farrell  Market. 

English,  a  former  New  Yorker  who 
bought  and  renovated  the  Nile  Cap  this 
past  summer,  has  also  installed  halogen 
floodlights  above  his  bar  in  an  effort  to 
prevent  loitering  and  drug  dealing 
outside.  Recently,  he  expressed  anger  at 
Tenderloin  Times  coverage  that  focused 
only  on  the  high  crime  statistics  of  the 
O'Farrell  Street  corridor. 

"I've  put  at  least  $85,000  into  this  bar 
and  into  improving  this  corner,"  he  said. 
He  adds  that  between  them,  he  and 
Rashed  have  invested  more  than  $100,000 
into  the  immediate  neighborhood. 

"If  the  Times  is  going  to  cover  the 
crime  here,  they  had  better  cover  the  good 
efforts  that  are  being  made  as  well."  he 
said. 

— Keith  Fow  ler  and  Jeremy  Hay 


Have  you  been  denied  Social  Security,  Disability  or  SSI 
benefits  recently?  We  may  be  able  to  help: 


*We  are  a  small,  friendly  law  firm  representing  people  at  Social 

Security  hearings. 
*If  you  do  not  win  you  do  not  pay  any  attorney  fees. 
^Conveniently  located  two  blocks  from  Van  Ness  station. 
*For  information  and  /or  free  consultation  call 

Roussos  and  Roberts  (415)  255-1614. 


Spend 

ttanfegiving  zoith  Zls 

In  our  churches,  Thanksgiving  morning,  people  will  share  their 
y       gratitute  by  telling  of  healings  and  other  proofs  they  have  had  of 
God's  care. 

Also  hear  the  President's  proclamation,  and  an  inspiring  Bible 
Lesson-Sermon,  along  with  uplifting  hymns. 

Bring  your  entire  family;  we'd  love  to  welcome  you.  Child  care 
provided. 

Churches  of  Christ, 

^/Scientist  

SAN  FRANCISCO  

•  California  &  Franklin  Sts  11  AM 

•  655  Dolores  St  10:30  AM 

•  1250  HaightSt  11  AM 

•  300  Funston  Ave  10  AM 

•  450  O'Farrell  St  11  AM 

•  175  Junipero  Serra  Blvd  11  AM 

•  3030  Judah  St  10:30  AM 


270  SUTTER  STREET  2ND  FLOOR 
398-2338 

MONDAY-SATURDAY  10-7  SUNDAY  11-5 


Former  Tenants  of  the  Anglo  Hotel 
241  Sixth  Street,  San  Francisco 

If  you  lived  at  this  address  on  10/17/89,  the  day  of 
the  Loma  Prieta  earthquake,  you  may  be  eligible  for 
relocation  benefits.  Relocation  benefits  may  include 
1)  moving  allowance  2)  replacement  housing  3) 
assistance  in  locating  housing. 

For  complete  information: 

Relocation  Assistance 
The  John  Stewart  Company 
2310  Mason  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
Attn:  Sharon  H.  Brown 
Voice  Mail:  (415)  281-5607 
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New  Cambodian  and  Laotian 
AIDS  Education  Posters 


FOCUS  ON  HIV/AIDS 


The  Center  for  South  East 
Asian  Refugee  Resettlement 
(CSEARR)  is  releasing  two  new 
AIDS  education  posters  this 
month — one  for  the  Laotian 
community  and  one  for  the  Cam- 
bodian community. 

The  Lao  poster,  printed  in  a 
beautiful  deep  blue,  depicts  a  man 
and  a  woman  holding  hands  and 
staring  deeply  into  each  other's 
eyes  while  a  gravid  moon  hangs 
solemnly  behind  them.  A  majestic 

'Remember  the 
promises  we  made  in 

the  moonlight  to 
always  love  safely. ' 

temple  graces  their  union  and  the 
surrounding  palm  trees  sway  in  the 
warm,  sweet  night  air  with  an 
almost  prophylactic  purity.  Moon- 
light shimmers  on  the  lagoon. 

The  copy  accompanying  this 
image  is  just  as  romantic:  "Re- 
member the  promises  we  made  in 
the  moonlight  to  always  love 
safely". 

According  to  Bounmy 
Bouphasavanh  of  CSEARR,  "In 
Laos,  a  boy  and  girl  in  love  do  not 
go  to  bars  to  meet.  Instead,  they 
go  to  the  temple.  There  they  light 
candles  and  place  them  inside  of 
\ot\is  blossoms  and  float  them  on 
the  water  and  ask  for  help  in 
keeping  their  love  alive." 

Hint  from  Bounmy:  Look 
closely  at  the  moon  to  see  what  it 
really  is! 

That  the  Laotian  philosophical 
and  aesthetic  senses  allow  them  to 
mix  the  prospect  of  HIV  infection 
with  love  and  romance  with  such 
frankness  and  with  such  an  appar- 
ent lack  of  contradiction  or  irony 
is  obviously  a  characteristic  of  a 
highly  evolved  society. 

While  the  Laotian  poster  draws 
on  the  rich  mytho-historic  tradition 
of  its  culture,  the  Cambodian 
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poster  takes  a  more  contemporary 
approach. 

It  consists  of  a  photograph  of 
six  smiling  family  members,  four 
of  whom  proudly  hold  a  variety  of 
condoms,  one  in  each  hand.  Two 
adults  (mother  and  father?)  and 
two  teenagers  (brother  and  sis?) 
proudly  display  either  a  Kiss  of 
Mint  or  Gold  Circle  Coin  condom 
while  an  older  woman  (grandma?) 
and  little  boy  (grandson?)  look  on 
approvingly  without  any  apparent 
sense  of  shame  or  embarrassment. 

The  copy — displayed  in  wacky, 
cartoon-like  speech  bubbles — 
underscores  the  major  message  of 
all  AIDS  education:  "Stay 
Healthy — Use  Condoms.  Make 
our  Future  Free  of  AIDS." 

Simple.  Direct.  Healthy. 

According  to  the  poster,  sex  is 
not  just  a  lurid  bedroom  scene  of 
bare  chests  and  uncoiffed  hair,  but 
also  a  common,  daily  event  whose 
parameters  are  social  as  well  as 
romantic,  personal  and  emotional. 

"The  idea  behind  the  poster  is 
to  encourage  members  of  the 
community  to  view  a  condom  with 
the  same  simpleness  and  directness 
as  they  would  a  toothbrush.  But 
we  are  also  building  on  the  tradi- 
tion of  young  people  looking  to 
their  elders  for  education  and 
advice,"  says  Kyle  Monroe- 
Spencer  of  CSEARR. 

The  posters  are  a  success  not 
only  in  their  own  communities,  but 
as  a  benchmark  of  sexual  sophisti- 
cation and  community  education  to 
which  people  of  other  cultures  can 
aspire. 

BRIEFS 

The  AIDS  Legal  Referral 
Panel  (ALRP)  is  an  independent 
non-profit  organization  in  San 
Francisco  that  provides  free  and 
low-cost  legal  services  to  persons 
who  are  infected  with  HIV.  They 
can  provide  assistance  with  a  wide 
range  of  legal  problems,  including 
landlord  /  tenant  disputes, 
wills  and  powers  of 
attorney,  family  law 
issues,  creditor  problems 
and  SSI  appeals.  291- 
5454. 

Project  Inform  will 
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WEEKLY  TENDERLOIN  GROUPS 


Sundays 

Noon-3  p.m.,  "Filipinos  Positively 
Together."  Sponsored  by  the  Filipino 
Task  Force  on  AIDS.  For  more 
information,  call  Rob  at  703-9878. 
Mondays 

2  p.m. -3  p.m.  "HIV+/  Substance  Abuse 
Rap  Group."  Sponsored  by  the 
Tenderloin  AIDS  Resource  Center 
Call  Dominique  at  431-7476  for  more 
information. 

6:30p.m.  -8  p.m.  HIV  +  Recovery 
Group.  Sponsored  by  the  Brothers 
Network.  944  Market  St..  Suite  210. 
For  details,  call  Dakota  at  749-6717 
Tuesdays 

6  p.m. -7:30  p.m.  "Drop-In  Support 
Group."  For  details,  call  Dakota  or 
Shurland  at  749-6714. 


Wednesdays 

1p.m.  -  3  p.m.  Transgender  Support 
Group."  Sponsored  by  the  Tenderloin 
AIDS  Resource  Center.  For  more 
information,  call  Sheri  at  431-7476. 
7 p.m.-9  p.m.,  last  Wednesday  of  each 
month.  "Native  American  HIV  Support 
Group."  Sponsored  by  the  Early 
Advocacy  and  Care  for  HIV  Program. 
333  Valencia.  Suite  400  For  more 
details,  call  Russell  at  403-3800 
Thursdays 

Every  1st  and  3rd  Thursday  at 
7  p  m  -8:30  p  m  "African-American 
Treatment  Support  Group."  Sponsored 
by  the  Early  Advocacy  Care  Advocacy 
and  Care  Program.  For  details,  call 
Russell  at  403-3800. 
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Photos  of  Southeast  Asian  AIDS  posters  above  and  below  by  Eli  Bishop 


be  holding  a  training  session  for 
their  AIDS's  Treatment  Hotline 

on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  Novem- 
ber 13  and  14,  from  10  a.m.  to  4 
p.m.  If  you  are  interested  in 
attending,  please  call  Ben  Collins 
at  558-8669.  Their  reception  and 
awards  ceremony,  with  a  special 
performance  by  Tony  Award- 
winning  Nell  Carter,  will  be  held 
November  15  at  7  p.m.  at  the 
newly  opened  Center  for  the  Arts 
at  Yerba  Buena  Gardens.  Call 
Project  Inform  or  Center  for  the 
Arts  box  office  at  978-2787. 

San  Francisco  AIDS  Founda- 
tion is  holding  us  Speakers 
Bureau  Training  on  November  5. 
6  and  7.  Call  Eileen  Blumenthal  at 
864-5855  x2()51  for  more  informa- 
tion. On  November  13,  14  and  20 
they  will  hold  their  Spanish 
Hotline  Training.  Call  the  hotline 
at  863-AIDS  to  find  out  more.  On 
November  25.  SFAF  will  hold  its 


10th  Annual  Thanksgiving 
Dinner  for  people  with  AIDS;  go 
to  their  office  on  25  Van  Ness 
Avenue  for  further  details. 


TENDERLOIN  AIDS 
RESOURCE  CENTER 


Educating  Empowering  Supporting 
People  in  our  community  since  1991 


Len  Chavez-Smith 
Executive  Director 
187  Golden  Gate  Avnenue 
San  Francisco  CA  94102 
(415)431-7476 


Health  Concerns  /Conditions 


Being  Newly  Diagnosed 


DO  YOU  HAVE  CONCERNS  ABOUT? 
A  Need  For  More  Information  Being  Emotionally  Upset 

the  BROTHERS  NETWORK 

Offers  the  following  W&®  help  to 
African-American  Transgender,  Gay  &  Bisexual  Men 
with  concerns  about  HIV. 

Outreach  and  Education  to  the  African-American  Communities  in 
San  Francisco  about  Safer  Sex  and  Prevention  of  transmission  of  HIV. 

Case  Management,  Support  Groups,  Treatment  Information  & 
Peer  Counseling  for  those  with  HIV. 

Education  for  those  who  don't  have  HIV. 

Where  there  is  hope,  there  is  help 


415-749-6714 


happeNiNg/ 

What's  Up  &  When 


"Food  from 
\Trash."  a  classic 
\play  of  toxic  waste- 
tin  a  bleak  America 
that  is  sad  and 
[funny  all  at  once. 
Will  launch 
lEXITheatre's  new- 
theater  at  156 
Eddy  Street,  from 
November  4-20  on 
Thursdays ,  Fridays 
and  Saturdays. 
Shows  begin  at  S 
p.m.  Call  673-3847 
lor  tiket  mfo. 


for  pareNt;  aNd  kid/ 


Every  Wednesday  from  6-8 
p.m.— Parents  Support  group  at 
Glide  Church.  For  more  info.,  call 
771-6300. 

Every  Friday  from  3-6  p.m. — 
Chess  Club  in  the  Civic  Center's 
Main  Library"s  Children  Dept.  For 
children  of  all  ages.  Chinese- 
Vietnamese,  Japanese,  and  Korean 
chess,  Go  and  Scrabble  also  of- 
fered. 

Every  Saturday  at  10  a.m. — 
African  Dance  classes  at  Glide 
Church's  Freedom  Hall.  For  children 
and  adults.  For  more  info.,  call 
771-6300  (except  for  Halloween  on 
the  30th). 

Entries  due  on  Friday,  Novem- 
ber 5 — "Live  Smart!  Say  No  to 


Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
November  17  and  18,  at  10  and 
11  a.m.  (also  2  p.m.  on  Thurs.) — 
More  Wild  and  Wacky  Preschool 
Films  for  children  age  3-5.  "Going 
to  the  Dogs,"  "Angus  Lost,"  "Harry 
&  the  Lady  Next  Door,"  and 
"Madeline's  Rescue."  Main 
Children's  Dept.,  Main  Library,  Civic 
Center  For  more  info.,  call  557- 
4554 

Thursday,  November  18,  at  3:30 
p.m. — Rollicking  Fun  at  the  After 
School  Films  honoring  Children's 
Book  Week  for  kids  6  and  up. 
"Cannonball"  and  "Just  an  Over- 
night Guest"  happening  right  after 
wild  and  wacky  preschool  films  and 
at  same  place.  Call  same  number 
for  more  info.  V|/ioN/  ONd 

voice/ 


What?!  Opera  in  the  Tender- 
loin? At  the  Y  Theater,  220 
Golden  Gate,  on  November  4-6 
and  11-13.  The  Underworld  Opera 
Company  presents  "Mask  of 
Thorns,"  a  macabre  opera  with 
two  themes:  the  psychology  of 
American  alienation  and  the  rejec- 
tion of  social  misfits.  Showtimes  at 
8:30  p.m.  For  reserve  tickets,  call 
Bay  Area  Tix  at  41 5-433-7827. 

Panel  Discussion  on  the  "Faces 
of  the  Homeless,"  in  the  Tede 
Matthews  Room,  The  Fashion 
Center  on  8th  Street  at  Townsend, 
on  Sunday,  November  7,  at 
12:45.  Moderated  by  Harry 
"Hooks"  Swets,  KGO-radio  home- 
less reporter,  award-winning 
journalists,  authors,  and  photogra- 
phers discuss  in  human  terms  the 
experience  of  being  homeless  in 
San  Francisco  and  other  cities.  Held 
in  conjunction  with  the  free  annual 
San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Book 
Festival  happening  on  November  6 
and  7  from  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 


Poetry  and  All  That  Jazz  in  the 

Lurie  Room  of  the  Main  Library, 
Civic  Center,  on  Saturday,  No- 
vember 13,  from  3-5  p.m.  Billed 
by  Herb  Caen  as  the  "Beat  Genera- 
tion Goddess,"  poet  ruth  weiss 
teams  up  with  jazz  bass  player 
Doug  O'Connor  in  a  nostalgic  mix 
of  music  and  words  in  a  free 
performance. 

Coalition  on  Homelessness's 
Street  Sheet  Honored  for  Com- 
munity Journalism  by  Media 
Alliance's  1993  Meritorious 
Achievement  Award  on  Tues- 
day, November  16,  beginning  at 
6:1 5.  In  an  evening  celebrating 
professional  excellence  and  social 
commitment,  Media  Alliance's 
nearly  3,000  members  will  salute 
1 3  honorees  in  the  only  progressive 
media  awards  in  California  span- 
ning a  dozen  categories  of  print, 
broadcast  and  visual  media  Call 
441-2557  for  place,  tickets  and 
other  details. 


The  Literally  Committed  Poetry  Project  presents 
four  readings  in  conjunction  with  Cafe  Arts  Month  by  and  for 
survivors  and  consumers  of  the  mental  health  system.  An  open 
reading  follows  those  featured  each  night.  Readings  are  on  each 
Monday  from  November  8  through  November  29  and  take  place 
at  7  30  p.m.  at  SOMA  Cafe,  12th  and  Howard  Street.  It's  free. 
Call  626-0305  for  more  information. 


La/t-MiNute  hqLLooowweeeeN 
ACtivitie/ 


Eth-Noh-Tec, 
a  multicul- 
turalstorytel- 
ling  duo.  will 
chill  your 
bones  with 
monster 
stories  from 
Asia  using  a 
combination 
of  music, 
movement 
and  the 

spoken  word  at  the  Bay  Area  Book  Festival  Festival  at  the  California 
Academy  of  Sciences  in  Golden  Gate  Park  on  October  31  from 
noon — 4:30  p.m.  Mythic  monsters,  creepy  crawlies,  mask  making, 
puppet  shows,  monster  mash  dance  contest,  prizes  and  food  will  greet 
guests  in  this  exhibition  from  cultures  from  around  the  world. 
Entrance  is  free  after  genenral  Academy  admission.  For  program 
details,  call  750-7145. 


Smoking"  Youth  Art  Contest  for 

students  in  4th  to  7th  grades. 
Entries  should  include  an  8.5"  x 
1 1 "  artwork  about  living  smoke- 
free  and  a  50-word  paragraph 
describing  the  art  or  the  reason  for 
it.  Awards  given  on  December  9  at 
Chinese  Culture  Center.  The 
winning  art  will  be  reproduced  for 
a  1994  Poster  Calendar.  Call  Lei- 
Chun  Fung  at  705-8545  or  Jamie 
Chau  at  705-8544  for  more  info. 

Saturday,  November  13  from 
noon  to  2  p.m.— ArtsCard  Kids 
Auditions  at  Mervyn's  Store 
(Geary  and  Masonic)  to  find  12 
students  between  the  ages  of  4-1 7 
as  models  for  poster  and  promo- 
tional campaign  for  1994  ArtsCard. 
ArtsCard  gives  kids  and  families  big 
savings  each  month  on  hundreds 
of  Bay  Area  performances  and 
events  by  over  40  arts  organiza- 
tions. Goodies  for  all  who  fill  out  a 
card  and  get  photo  taken.  No 
experience  necessary  For  more 
info  ,  call  863-2549. 

10  NoucttJu*. 


Three 
Francis  J. 
Curry 
Awards 
for  Com- 
munity 
Service  for 
Seniors 
will  be 
presented 
on  Thurs- 
day, 

October  28 

at  6  p.m.  at 
the  Engi- 
neers' Club 
at  160 
Sansome 
Street.  The 
2nd  Annual 
Tribute  Dinner,  a  benefit  for  North 
of  Market  Senior  Services,  will 
honor  social  worker  Ed  Pye  for  his 
work  with  the  elderly  and  disabled; 
Soroptimist  International  for 
their  voluntary  program  for  Tender- 
loin seniors,  and  UCSF  for  providing 
medical,  nursing,  pharmacy  and 
dental  services  in  Tenderloin  com- 
munity clinics.  KRON's  Evan  White 
will  host  and  Acting  Director  of  SF's 
Department  of  Public  Health  Flo- 
rence Stroud  will  present  the 
awards.  For  reservations  and  infor- 
mation, call  885-2274. 

Books  Are  Brought  to  Life  in  the 

Lurie  Room  of  the  Mam  Library, 
Civic  Center,  on  Tuesday,  Novem- 
ber 2,  at  7:30  p.m.  Dorothy 
Parker's  short  story  "The  Stan- 
dard of  Living"  is  performed  live 
and  verbatim  by  Word  for  Word. 
Living  well  may  be  the  best  revenge, 
says  Dorothy,  and  this  performed 
story  is  one  way  to  do  that 


October  27,  29  and  30— Hallow- 
een Teen  Week  at  TNDC's  After- 
School  Program  at  225  Eddy  (at 
Taylor).  On  Wednesday,  4:30-6 
p  m  ,  join  in  arts  and  crafts  for 
Halloween,  on  Friday,  4-6  p.m., 
watch  a  scary  movie;  and  on 
Saturday,  7-9  p.m.,  boogie  and  get 
down  at  a  Halioween  Party. 


Saturday,  October  30  from  noon 
to  5  p.m. — Halloween  Carnival 

with  games,  food  and  fun  at 
TNDC's  After-School  Program  at 
225  Eddy.  Scare  others — or  make 
them  laugh — by  wearing  your 
costume 


The  historic  Flood  Buildiing  will  celebrate  the  completion  of  its  $10  million 
renovation  with  a  re-dedication  ceremony  at  10  a.m. Friday,  October  29.  A  registered 
Historic  Landmark,  it  will  mark  the  reopening  of  the  popular  Woolworth  store  where 
many  Tenderloin  residents  shop  along  with  new  retailers  the  Gap,  Wherehouse 
Entertainment,  Urban  Outfitters  and  Thomas  Kinkade  Galleries. 

Anchoring  the  tourist  gateway  at  the  foot  of  Powell  Street  on  Market,  the 
Flood  building  overlooks  the  Powell  Street  Cable  Car  Turnaround  where  tourists  are 
entertained  by  street  musicians,  street  speakers  converting  the  masses,  and  street 
people  surviving  as  best  they  can  amid  one  of  the  world's  most  popular  tourist  spots. 
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A  GUIDE  TO  TENDERLOIN  CUISINE 

by  Jeremy  Hay 


Photo:  Eli  Bishop 

Mr.  G.  S.  Sikand,  owner  of  India  Gifts 
and  Food,  outside  his  restaurant  and 
grocery  at  907  Post  Street,  just  up  the 
street  from  his  old  shop's  location  at 
643  Post  Street. 


I  walked  in  at  6  o'clock  sharp.  I  had  an 
hour  to  spare  before  closing  time.  I  sat  down 
and  put  my  hands  flat  on  the  small  but  wide 
counter.  G.S.  Sikand  owns  the  shop,  India 
Gifts  and  Food,  a  tall  man  who  carries 
himself  well.  He  came  over  from  the  gifts 
and  groceries  section  of  the  store  and  smiled 
inquiringly. 

"I'd  like  to  have  some  dinner."  I  said. 

"Very  good."  he  replied,  and  fumed  away. 
1  thought  he  was  pulling  out  a  menu  but  i 


was  wrong.  He  took  a  large  round  plate  and 
piled  it  high.  I  was  too  startled  to  react.  With 
a  smooth  motion  he  opened  the  microwave 
door,  placed  the  plate  inside  and  pushed  the 
"on"  button. 

Sure,  I  was  a  rookie,  but  I  caught  on  fast. 
He  serves  only  one  dish  on  any  one  day.  I 
squinted  my  eyes. 

"It  better  be  good,"  I  thought  to  myself. 

Within  seconds,  the  plate  was  before  me. 
Spice-scented  steam 
rose  high — turmeric  _ 
and  coriander  and 
curry  powder — and 
for  a  brief,  unforget- 
table moment,  I  was 
back  in  Northern  In- 
dia, back   in  the  ^ 
Punjab  district  where 
they  cook  this  way. 

I  sized  up  my  dinner.  On  the  left  was  the 
dall,  a  lentil  dish  that's  like  a  thick  soup. 
Dall  just  means  beans,  and  the  type  of  dall 
changes  daily.  Today  it  was  Masoor  dall  — 
yellow  lentils — and  as  usual  it  was  the  spici- 
est part  of  dinner.  Next  to  the  dall  was  the 
cauliflower,  lightly  batter-fried  and  a  little 
bit  crispy. 

And  then  came  the  big  gun — eggplant. 
Tender  and  so  rich;  in  a  different  light,  it 
could  have  passed  for  big  Mr.  Stew.  It  had 
marinated  in  its  own  succulent  juice  with 
subtle  spices  all  day  and  couldn't  have  been 
any  more  ready  for  me. 

Rice  covered  half  the  plate  but  it  couldn 't 
fool  me.  It  was  no  ordinary  rice.  This  was 
basmati,  grown  only  in  India;  the  extra  long 
grains  and  that  sweet  aroma  gave  it  away 
like  a  budding  flower  gives  away  spring. 
Mr.  Sikand's  basmati  was  extra  special, 
laced  with  peas — it  faced  me  down  with  a 
delightful  sprinkling  of  color. 


A  Pinch  Of  Punjab, 
Please 


Food  Stamp  Outreach  Program  At  Hospitality  House 

The  Food  Stamp  Outreach  Program,  a  project  of  San  Francisco's  Department  of  Social 
Services  (DSS),  has  established  an  outstation  at  Hospitality  House's  drop-in  center  at  146 
Leavenworth  Street.  "We're  bringing  services  to  the  heart  of  the  Tenderloin."  said  Francis 
LeMelle,  the  Food  Stamp  outreach  worker  who  coordinated  the  outstation  effort. 

"We're  targeting  the  elderly  and  disabled  of  the  Tenderloin,  and  any  others  who  are  not 
receiving  Food  Stamps  benefits  and  should  be."  she  added.  According  to  LeMelle,  since  its 
inception  in  January  the  outreach  program  has  not  reached  the  amount  of  people  hoped  for. 
and  that  new  locations  like  Hospitality  House's  are  intended  to  broaden  the  scope  of  the 
program. 

The  program  also  features  a  telephone  hotline  for  the  elderly,  the  disabled,  and  those  for 
whom  school,  work,  or  childcare  schedules  make  it  difficult  to  apply  in  person  at  1235 
Mission  Street.  The  Hotline  serves  the  public  in  English,  Spanish  and  Cantonese.  558-4 1 86. 


You  can  still  qualify  for  food  stamps 
even  if  you  have  income.  Your  monthly 

Household  # 

Gross  income  (max) 

1 
2 

$756 

$1022 

$1289 

income  must  be  the  same  or  below  the 

3 

amount  listed  in  the  chart  unless  you  are 

4 

$155 

over  60  or  disabled. 

5 

$1822 

6 

$2088 

Java  CaFe 


418  LARkiN  Street 
M-F  5:50  a  -  6:00  p 
922-0580 


ca/e  taqueria  deLi 
265  goLdeN  gdte 
dve 

MoNddY-fHddY 
7dM-6pM 


Let's  just  say  that  separately  each  was 
good,  and  together  they  were  better  than  a 
lot  of  twenty-dollar  jobs  I've  had  the  plea- 
sure of  putting  away. 

But  it  wasn't  over  for  me  yet.  I'd  made 
the  appetizers  from  across  the  room.  Two 
old  favorites — Alio  Tikki,  the  deep-fried 
potato  stuffed  with  peas,  green  chilis, 
cilantro.  garlic,  ginger  and  onion  and  a 
whole  crew  of  spices.  And  his  sidekick 
Samosa,  fresh 
made  crust  in  iIk 
shape  of  a  tri- 
corner  hat.  tilled 
with  potatoes 
and  green  peas. 
I  ordered  them 
*S     both  up  with 
some  mint  chut- 
ney. Samosa  was  fair  but  Alio  Tikki.  hot  and 
deliciously  spiced,  took  the  gold  star.  The 
chili  chutney  left  me  burning  but  yearning 
for  more. 

After  all  that — a  Coke  and  a  guava  juice 
too — I  looked  around.  The  place  was  spare 
but  welcoming  and  I  felt  at  home.  The 
counter  was  nice  and  wide.  I  could  see  the 
sun  going  down  on  the  Tenderloin,  and 
there  was  no  kitchen  in  sight.  What?  Soon  it 
was  sorted  out.  Mr.  Sikand  has  somebody 
real  good  cooking  for  him  each  morning 
(except  Wednesday,  when  he's  closed)  in 
Mill  Valley.  Yep,  and  then  he  drives  in  with 
the  goods. 

But  it  was  time  to  settle  some  scores.  I 
looked  him  in  the  eye.  $7.00. 1  blinked,  Mr. 
Sikand  smiled.  Enough  said.  I'd  be  back. 
Often. 

India  Gifts  and  Food  is  open  every  day 
except  Wednesday  from  12  p.m.  to  7  p.m. 
and  on  Sundays  from  12  p.m.  to  6  p.m.  They 
are  located  at  907  Post,  right  off  Hyde. 


Nam  Thanh   Restaurant  —  499 

Ellis  (at  Leavenworth).  A  new 
American  corner  cafe  with  hun- 
ger- quenching,  affordable  meals. 
Dishes  include  3  eggrolls  for  only 
a  buck,  3-egg  omelette  ($2.99),  2 
eggs  &  bacon  ($1.60).  Also  serv- 
ing terriyaki  chicken  ($2.89)  and 
sandwiches.  Price  range: $1 -$3.50. 
Open  7  days  a  week,  from  6:30  am- 
7:30  pm.  292-4986. 

Java  Cafe— 418  Larkin  Street. 
Small  coffee  and  donut  or  bagel — 
$.90?  Any  sandwich  and  soda — 
$2.65?  Fresh,  house-made  tamales 
for  $1.95?  Could  this  possibly  be 
true?  It  is,  and  there's  more,  but 
you  have  to  ask  Dave  for  the  full 
run-down.  922-0380. 

Express  Deli — 265  Golden  Gate 
Avenue.  The  most  international 
and  eclectic  menu  under  one  roof 
in  San  Francisco:  burritos,  tacos, 
sandwiches,  stuffed  cabbage, 
chicken  curry,  kababs.  All  of  its 
delicious  prices  couldn't  be  lower 
and  service  couldn't  be  sweeter. 
Free  juice  with  any  sandwich, 
burrito  or  daily  special.  $2.00-$3.50. 
Catering  available.  864-7223. 


SOUPS 

MAdE  fROM  SCRATCH.  W/HoU- 
SOME  iNCjREdiENTS.  wiTH  jUST 

THE  RiQHT  SplASH  of  SEASONiNQ. 

PRiCEd  SO  EVERYONE  CAN  AffORCl 
TO  EAT  HEALTHS 

784  O'  FarreII 

v 


Hamburgers  *  Soft  Drinks  *  Egg  Rolls  *  Teriyaki 


NAM  THANH 


499  Ellis  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

292-4896 


Lafayette  Cafe 

250  Hyde  Street  San  Francisco  CA  94102 


Daily  Dinner  Special 


DINNER 

$4.95 
$7.55 
$7.20 
$5.05 

$4.80 

$5.05 
$4.80 

$5.05 
$4.80 

$4.65 

$4.80 

$4.80 

$5.05 

$5.25 


A  LA  CARTE 


CROSS  RIB 
PRIME  RIB 
NY  STEAK 
CHICKEN 
FRIED  STEAK 
HAM  STEAK 
(WITH  FRUIT) 
VEAL  CUTLETS 
SAUSAGE 
(WITH  FRUIT) 
PORK  CHOPS 
WESTERN 
OMELETTE 
LIVER  AND 
ONIONS 
GROUND 
ROUND  STEAK 
ROAST 
CHICKEN 
DEEP  FRIED 
PRAWNS 
FISH  AND 
CHIPS 


$4.05 
$6.65 
$6.30 

$4.15 
$3.90 

$4.15 
$3.90 

$4.15 
$3.90 

$3.75 

$3.90 

$3.90 

$4.15 

$4.35 


Today's  Dinner  Special 


DINNER 


A  LA  CARTE 


MON  $4  60   TURKEY  A  LA  KING  $3  70 

$4  95  BEEF  POT  ROAST  $4  05 

$5  05   ROAST  PORK  LOIN  $4  15 

TUE    $4.80   BEEF  STEW  $3.90 

$4.80  TURKEY  $3.90 

$4  65  TURKEY  CHEESE  $3.75 
MACARONI 

WED  $5  15   SHORT  RIBS  $4.25 

$4.80   STUFFED  BELL  $3.90 
PEPPERS 

THU    $4  95   CORNED  BEEF  $4.05 

$4  80   SPAGHETTI  WITH  $3.90 
MEATBALLS 

FRI     $4.80   BAKED  HAM  $3.90 

$4.95   BRAISED  BEEF  $4.05 

$5.05   STEAMED  TROUT  $4  15 

(WHOLE) 

$4.80   COD  FISH  FILET  $3.90 

SAT    $4  80   ROAST  TURKEY  $3  90 

$5  00  ROAST  PORK  $4  10 

SUN   $4.80  TENDERLOIN  TIP  $3  90 

$4.80   MEAT  LOAF  $3.90 

$5  15   LEG  OF  LAMB  $4.25 


Open  every  day  from  7:00  am  to  10:00  pm 
441-4884 


The  Tenderloin  Times  Crossword  Puzzle 


Meet'cha  at  the  Corner 


in 


18 


21 


JO 


I 

2b 


2l) 


ACROSS 


I .  With  4  Down,  the  northern  and  (near) 
southern  boundaries  of  our  fair  district. 

5.  With  5  Down.  El  Super  Bum  to.  Sliders. 
Kwik  Copy.  Subway  and  Kublai  Khan. 

8.  Funny  noise. 

9.  "One",  en  espanOl 

I  I .  "Love",  in  Chinese  (third  tone). 

12.  Old  Testament  (abbr). 

13.  Cheerleader  cries. 

14.  Mid-Atlantic  state  (abbr). 

15.  Eastern  Canadian  province  (abbr). 

16.  Baby  fox. 

1 7.  Manitoban  city  NE  of  Winnipeg  (abbr). 

18.  With  20  Down.  The  Brown  Jug. 
Cadillac  Market.  Bayview  Clubhouse. 
New  Princess. 

21.  With  21  Down.  Federal  Building. 
California  Culinary  Academy. 
Embassy  Hotel  and  Old  Republic  Title 
(both  backwards). 

23.  On  or  about  (abbr). 

24.  The  Crying  Game  protagonist. 


26.  gun. 

27.  Dictionary  publisher's 
initials. 

28    Batman  and  Robin. 
d>  namic  . 

29.  Eneim  Aircraft  (abbr). 

30.  "In",  en  espanpL 

3 1  Youth  Development 

Project  (abbr i. 
32.  Seclusion  Room  (abbr) 


DOWN 

1.  ET's  solution. 

2.  Feel  your  . 

3.  Plural  maker. 

4.  See  I  Across. 

5.  See  5  Across. 

6.  Poison. 

7.  "Gimme  a  break,  gimme 
a  break,  break  me  oil  ;i 
piece  of  that  

!" 

10.  Chemical  depilatory. 
19.  Sleepy  noise. 
22.  Filipino  fruits. 
25.  Outmoded  birth  control 
device. 


Answers  are  on  page  1 4| 


Uncle  Grunchfs  Horror  Scope 


It's  the  radio  station 
your  mother  always 
warned  you  about. 

!  And  if  that's  not  a  good  enough  reason  to  listen .  nothing  is.) 


S(  !ORPIO  (October  23-November20) 

If  you  are  one  of  those  rare  birds  who 
only  hav  e  eyes  for  pigeons,  be  careful  about 
feeding  them — you  may  gratify  pigeons, 
but  pigeons  have  no  gratitude.  Keep  an 
eagle  out — your  reward  may  drop  from 
above,  but  it  won't  be  heavenly 
SAGIT1  MIIUS  (November  2 1  -Decem- 
ber  21> 

Be  of  good  cheer  and  introduce  the  de- 
partment stores  and  malls  to  grassroots  con- 
sumer terrorism.  Pay  for  presents  with  only 
pennies.  Get  a  credit  card  in  the  name  Sant 
A.  Claws.  Shop  for  cameras  and  TVs  wear- 
ing dark  glasses  and  carry  ing  a  cane.  This  is 
the  season  for  giving. ..so  give  the  gift  of 
confusion. 

CAPRICORN  (December  22  -  January 
19) 

The  trouble  with  getting  old  is  getting 
old.  Avoid  it  at  all  cost.  If  it  seems  like  a 
losing  battle,  remember  this:  The  decisive 
thing  is  not  how  old  you  are,  but  how  you  are 
old.  Approach  the  second  half  with  no  fears, 
no  beers.  Yesterday  is  today  and  tomorrow 
is  questionable. 

AQUARIUS  (January  20  -  February  18) 

Red  is  your  color  this  month.  Red  is 
sexy,  provocative,  impetuous,  intense  — 
one  hurly-burly  hullabaloo  of  a  color.  And, 
let's  face  it,  exhausting.  Take  one  of  your 
cold  showers,  drink  a  warm  glass  of  water, 
and  climb  onto  your  water  bed  with  a  dull 
book.  Wear  blue. 

PISCES  (February  19  -  March  20) 

You  are  healthy  as  a  horse  —  or  should 
be.  Give  up  those  rare  steaks  —  nay,  all 
meat  —  for  savory  veggie  burgers  and  fresh 
fruit  juice.  Quit  smoking  and  drinking  bev- 
erages. You  might  live  longer  or.  at  least,  it 
will  probably  seem  longer.  Quit  drooling 
for  the  good  old  days  and  eat  an  apple  every 
day.  Horses  do. 
ARIES  (March  21-April  19) 

What  are  there  more  of — words  or  col- 
ors? That's  your  question  this  month  and  if 
anyone  can  figure  it  out,  it's  you.  The  world 
is  full  of  words  because  words  are  easy  to 
organize  and  understand — have  you  ever 
seen  a  color  dictionary?  What  this  world 
needs  is  color  literacy. 


TAURUS  (April  21-May  20) 

You've  been  holding  your  breath  for  about 
six  years  now  and  I  think  you've  made  your 
point.  Now  it's  time  to  take  a  breath  and  find 
out  what  you've  been  missing.  Don't  be 
surprised  if  the  air  seems  different  than  u 
used  to  be — but  it's  better  than  no  air  at  all 
GEMINI  (May  21  -  June  20) 

Circles,  circles,  circles.  They  just  don't 
get  enough  respect  in  our  rectoid  society. 
This  month  you  are  the  Circle  Monitor  and 
if  you  sit  down  with  a  sheet  of  paper  and  a 
pen  and  make  all  the  square  things  round, 
you  will  save  the  world  from  its  current  path 
toward  sharp-cornered  collapse.  We  need  a 
rounder  world. 

CANCER  (June  21-July  22) 

We  all  know  that  you  are  so  good  at 
slogging  through  that  that  is  all  you  do. 
What  you  need  to  do  is  slough  of f  and  sneak 
around.  Let  whatever  it  is  go  and  then 
scramble  at  the  last  minute  to  pull  it  to- 
gether. It  works,  its  fun  and  many  do  it. 
LEO  (July  23- August  22) 

Ifa  sheep  bumps  into  you,  just  push  it  out 
of  the  way.  It  won't  mind  or  be  offended.  To 
a  sheep,  getting  pushed  is  okay  and  you're 
okay  for  doing  it.  Same  with  goats.  There's 
not  much  more  to  a  sheep  or  goat  mind  other 
than  its  body.  They  like  simple,  direct,  harm- 
less actions.  Remember — it's  not  just  what 
you  do.  it's  who  you  do  what  to  and  when 
you  do  it. 

VIRGO  (August  23-September  22) 

You  can  be  hardheaded  and  stubborn. 
No  matter  how  hard  you  insist,  no  one  is 
going  to  believe  that  you  saw  a  unicorn  at 
Hyde  and  Ellis  last  Saturday  five  minutes 
after  the  bar  closed.  Give  it  up.  Treat  your- 
self to  that  dinner  date  with  your  neighbor, 
the  leprechaun. 

LIBRA  (Septembere  23-October  22) 

Here's  what's  gonna  happen.  We  all  get 
to  pick  a  musical  instrument  to  use  to  com- 
municate with  each  other.  You  give  me  a 
saxaphone  blat,  I  give  you  a  guitar  twang. 
Drum  roll,  washboard  scrape,  triangle  ting, 
piano  ponce,  tuba  toot.  You're  the  one  who 
is  going  to  lead  us  out  of  our  present  wilder- 
ness of  words  and  into  a  new  musical 
gardentof  vibrating  sounds  in  rhythm. 


— Michael  Percy  is  a  Tenderloin  resident  and  retired  writer  for  the  San  Francisco 
E  xaminer  and  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle.  He  enjoys  the  odd  hit  of  news,  writing 
humorous  satire,  and  the  quirky  story. 

FLU  SEASON 
COMING! 

FOR  EXTRA  PROTECTION 
GET  THE  FLU  SHOT 

L 


Flu  vaccine  is  recommended  for 
persons  60  years  and  over  and 
will  be  available  for  $2.00  at 
these  locations: 


WHEN 


TUESDAYS    11/2,  11/16 
THURSDAYS  11/411/18 
8:30  am  -  11:00  am 


WHERE 


HEALTH  CENTERS 

3850  -  1  7th  Street  554-9750 

1301  Pierce  Street  292-2120 

1 525  Silver  Avenue  468-3664 

1490  Mason  Street  705-8500 


1351  -  24th  Avenue  753-8100 


ALSO  AT 

OMI  PILGRIM 

COMMUNITY  CENTER 

446  Randolph  Street  753-8100 

Wednesday,  11/17 

8:30  am  -  1 1:00  am 


72  Nouf^ju^.  rm 


LAST  OPPORTUNITY 
TO  GET  FLU  SHOTS: 

TOM  WADDELL  CLINIC 
50  Ivy  Street 

11/22  -  12/31,  Monday  -  Friday 
1 :00  pm  -  4:00  pm 


San  Francisco  Deparlmr nl  of  Public  Health 
1993  INFLUENZA  PROCRAM 


From  Foe  To  Friend 

Continued  from  page  1 
board,  top  mayoral  aide  Jim  Wunderman, 
City  Attorney  Louise  Renne,  State 
Senator  Milton  Marks,  and  former  Golden 
State  Warrior  Nate  Thurmond. 

Garbage? 

Holger  Gantz,  general  manager  of  the 
of  the  Hilton  Hotel,  which  plans  to  raise 
$1  million  for  NOMPC  over  the  next 
three  years,  explained  the  hotel's  involve- 
ment by  saying,  "Should  we  only  shine  in 
our  front  and  let  the  garbage  pile  up  in 
our  backyard?" 

In  his  speech  from  the  podium.  Leroy 
Looper.  a  long-time  neighborhood  activist 
and  organizer  who  was  introduced  as  the 
Mayor  of  the  Tenderloin,  referred  to  the 
adversarial  relationship  the  Tenderloin 
has  had  with  the  corporate  community  in 
general  and  the  Hilton  in  particular. 

"The  attitude  doesn't  have  to  be  and 
shouldn't  be  'the  Hilton  is  the  enemy' 
anymore."  As  recently  as  1985.  the  then- 
new  Hilton  Hotel  and  a  fledgling 
NOMPC  were  fighting  a  pitched  battle 
over  the  preservation  of  low-income 
housing  in  the  Tenderloin. 

Looper  also  emphasized  a  recognition 
by  the  business  community  that  it  needs 
the  Tenderloin  in  much  the  same  way  that 
the  Tenderloin  needs  business. 

Paul  Boschetti.  owner  of  the  Hotel 
Verona  on  Leavenworth  Street  and  the 
Tenderloin's  largest  property  owner, 
commented.  "Finally  we're  getting  big 
business  jumping  on  board.  They're 
catching  on  to  what  we've  known  for 
years  about  the  value  of  the  Tenderloin." 

Noting  that  Tenderloin  merchants  have 
been  reinvesting  in  their  community  for 
years,  he  said.  "We  are  betting  with  our 
own  money  that  the  Tenderloin  will  gel 
better." 

Mike  Waldman.  owner  of  the  Eddy 
Street  garage  and  A- 1  Rent-A-Car  on 
O'Farrell  Street,  agreed.  "I've  been  here 
for  thirteen  years  and  used  my  own 
savings  to  keep  things  going  and  people 
employed."  he  said.  Waldman  did 
express  some  reservations  about  the  kick- 


The  line  drawing 
on  the  left  was  done 
by  Che  Che  Mundo. 
a  formerly  homeless 
man  who  now  lives 
in  the  Tenderloin. 

He  sketches 
scenes,  such  as  this, 
because  he  does  not 
want  to  forget  where 
he  came  from — and 
to  force  housed 
people  to  realize  that 
most  homeless 
people  have  talent, 
drive  and  sensitivity 

Just  like  other 
human  beings. 


off,  saying. "I've  seen  this  too  many 
times.  What's  important  is  to  keep  the 
momentum  going  from  here." 

Richard  Allman,  NOMPC's  acting 
executive  director,  said  that  including 
pledges  made  at  the  kick-off.  approxi- 
mately $1  ()(),()()()  has  been  raised  from 
foundations  and  corporations.  In  an  early 
estimate.  David  Baker,  president  of 
NOMPC.  said  that  close  to  $3*000  had 
been  raised  in  small  cash  and  check 
donations  at  the  Hilton  event. 

According  to  Baker.  NOMPC's  next 
step  towards  implementing  the  Tender- 
loin 2000  plan  will  be  to  hire  an  executive 
director.  Allman  added  that  the  coalition 
will  convene  a  neighborhood  develop- 
ment committee  within  the  next  three 
months  to  examine  "pro-active  ap- 
proaches and  solutions  to  the  issues  that 
the  Tenderloin  2000  plan  addresses." 

Asked  what  concrete  actions  the  Board 
of  Supervisers  and  the  city  could  take  to 
support  NOMPC's  plan.  Superviser  Carol 
Migden.  chair  of  the  Board's  Budget 
Committee,  said  that  she  stood  ready  to 
listen  to  and  support  actions  to  revitalize 
the  Tenderloin. 


668-AIDS 

•    5  P.M.  TO  5  A.M.  SEVEN  NIGHTS  A  WEEK 

This  program  is  funded  through  the  San  Francisco  Department  ol  Public  Health  AIDS  ottlce 
in  conjuction  with  the  Federal  Health  Resources  and  Services  Administration. 


WHOLESALE 

CASH  &  CARRY  MEMBERSHIP  WAREHOUSE 

Opening  Thursday,  November  18, 8  am  in 

SAN  FRANCISCO 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


10th  and  Harrison 

Going  South  from  Bay  Bridge: 
Take  9th  Street  /  Civic  Center 
exit.  Turn  left  on  Harrison 

to  10th  Street. 
Going  north  on  101  from 
South  San  Francisco:  Take  101 
north.  Take  7th  Street  exit. 
Turn  left  on  Harrison. 

(415)  6264288 


Sign  Up  Now 

&  Save  Even  More!  

Sign  up  between  October  30  and  November  17 
and  receive  a  2nd  card  free  of  charge  for  one  year! 

In  Person      By  Phone 


Stop  by  our  ware- 
house location  to  sign- 
up early.  Mon-Sun 
8  a.m. -6  p.m. 


Use  your  Discover 
card  to  charge  your 
membership  by  phone. 
Call  (415)  6264288. 


Wholesale 
(Businesses): 

Primary  member  and 

spouse  —  $30 

each/year. 

Up  to  six  additional 

cards  —  $15 

each/year 

Thereafter  — 

$30/year. 


Gold  Card 

(Individuals): 

Primary  member  — 

$30/year 

A  spouse  card  is 

available  for  $5. 


J3  W 


This  is  a  new  page  of  the  Times  that  needs  a  name —  a  title.  It  will  feature  stories  in  English  on  the  Southeast  Asian-American  community  in  the 
Tenderloin.  We  hope  that  this  page  will  serve  as  a  continuing  introduction  to  life  in  the  Southeast  Asian  community.  The  editors  at  the  Times  are 
stumped,  so  we  are  asking  you.  the  readers,  to  come  up  with  a  heading  that  reflects.  Please  send  your  ideas  to:  Editor,  Tenderloin  Times,  290 
Turk  Street,  S.F.  CA  94102.  The  winner  will  receive  a  dinner  for  two  at  a  Tenderloin  restaurant  featuring  Southeast  Asian  cuisine. 


East  to  West 

From  a  Distant 
Shore:  A  Refugee's 
Tale 

by  Bac  Hoai  Tran 

Coimg  Vu  is  a  27-year-old  refugee 
from  Vietnam. 

He  is  one  of  a  group  of  boatpeople 
who  fled  Vietnam  m  1989  after  surviving 
eight  days  on  the  Paeific  in  a  small  boat 
with  no  mechanic  or  pilot.  After  making  it 
to  shore  at  Palawan  in  the  Philhpines,  he 
endured  three  years  of  life  in  a  refugee 
camp. 

Life  there  was  truly  a  thomed  rosebush 
for  Cuong. 

He  was  out  of  Vietnam,  the  land  where 
in  1975  he  watched  his  father  taken  from 
his  home  to  a  Communist  concentration 
camp  where  he  died  under  unclear 
circumstances.  But  he  also  was  as  far 
away  from  his  dreams  as  ever. 

That  dream  was  a  daily  nightmare  for 
three  long  years. 

He  fought  for  pails  of  water  at  four  in 
the  morning.  He  fended  off  hooligans — 
the  kind  who  spring  like  weeds  wherever 
people  group  together — demanding 
money  or  service  of  some  kind  in  return 
for  "protection." 

Those  who  challenged  their  authority 
by  the  water  fountains  saw  blood.  Even 
the  security  guards  avoided  them,  by  tacit 
consent  letting  them  rule  the  camp. 

Hunger  gnawed  at  him  because  his 
daily  ration  of  meat,  vegetables  and  eggs 
was  meager.  At  night,  his  shelter  was  a 
bamboo  hut  with  a  thatched  roof — four 
square  meters  housing  15  to  20  people. 

The  days,  the  years,  go  by.  Dreams  of 
his  life  hovered  beyond  his  reach  like 
mirages  on  the  desert  floor.  And  then  it 
came — the  crucial  moment  when  every 
refugee's  exit  out  was  to  be  judged  by 
government  interviewers. 

Cuong  went  through  seven  grueling 
innterviews  before  he  was  granted  entry 
into  the  US. 

In  1992,  the  day  before  Columbus 
Day.  Cuong  was  taken  to  Manila  airport 
on  the  first  leg  of  his  journey  to  a  new 
life.  He  carried  a  backpack  and  a  heart 
full  of  hope. 

He  landed  in  San  Francisco  and  did 
what  all  refugees  had  done  before  him. 
applying  to  the  Department  of  Social 
Services  for  welfare.  He  hunted  for  a  job, 
any  job.  Cuong  is  a  man  who  believes 
that  through  hard  work,  a  man  can  shape 
his  destiny. 

In  January.  1992  Catholic  Charities' 
Refugee  Employment  Assistance  Pro- 
gram found  him  a  job  at  CityScreen  with 
a  starting  wage  of  $7  an  hour. 

Today  Cuong  shares  a  basement 
apartment  in  the  Inner  Sunset  with  two 
students.  He  puts  up  with  the  dark  and 
gloomy  rooms  in  order  to  save  for  college 
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Buddhist  monks  have  to  eat  a  portion  out  of  each  alms  howl  brought  by  the  Cambodian  relatives  to  pay      Photo:  Jim  Burnett 
homage  to  their  relatives  who  have  passed  away.  Later,  the  food  is  shared  with  other  Cambodians  after  the  deceased 

relatives  have  been  honored. 


as  well  as  to  support  the  family  he  left 
behind  in  Vietnam. 

In  true  American  style,  he  now  owns  a 
car,  a  TV  and  a  VCR  and  he  has  a  room 
he  can  call  his  own. 


2nd  Annual 
Vietnamese  Role  Model 
Conference 

Hosted  by  U.C.  Berkeley  Vietnamese 

Students. 

We  invite  you  to  c  ome  and  meet 
community  leaders,  professors  and  other 
students  (high  school  and  college)  in  an 
open  forum  to  discuss  social' 'academic 
issues. 


Pchum  Ben  Festival  Honors 
Ancestors,  Unites 
Cambodian  Americans 


•  Saturday,  November  20.  10  a.m. -3p.m. 
•At  U.C.  Berkekely.  155  Dwindle  Hall 


Please  f  eel  free  to  send  comments, 
suggestions  and  articles  that  are 
relevant  to  this  page  to: 

Editor 

Tenderloin  Times 

290  Turk  Street,  S.F.  CA  94102. 


by  Kaine  Lim 

As  on  any  other  Saturday  moming, 
things  were  quiet  and  the  traffic  was  light. 

"CLOSED"  signs  were  still  hanging  on 
the  doors  of  most  shops  and  many  people 
had  not  yet  recovered  from  the  previous 
night  of  partying. 

At  the  Booker  T.  Washington  Commu- 
nity Center,  however,  the  mood  was  quite 
different.  Here  a  stage  had  been  set  up. 
speakers  had  found  their  places  around 
the  spacious  room — a  transformed 
basketball  gym — and  people,  by  their 
footsteps,  could  be  heard  briskly  making 
their  way  back  and  forth. 

They  were  preparing  for  Pchum  Ben.  a 
15-day  commemoration  of  the  dead,  one 
of  the  most  important  Buddhist  holidays 
for  Cambodians. 

Celebrated  each  year  in  October  on  the 
first  day  of  the  moon's  waning,  it  is  an 
occasion  in  which  Cambodian  people 
visit  the  temple  and  offer  Buddhist  monks 
an  abundance  of  food,  who  then  listen  to 
their  prayers.  In  return,  the  people  expect 
to  earn  religious  merits,  called  bunn.  to 
share  with  their  relatives  who  have  passed 
away. 


JOB  ANNOUNCEMENT 

PROGRAM  COORDINATOR 

2  positions  open.  Administer 
family  or  workplace  literacy 
program.  B.A  in  social  service  or 

equivalent.  Management 
experience,  knowledge  of  literacy 
training,  development  back- 
ground, bilingual  in  Chinese  or 
Vietnamese  highly  desirable.  Send 

cover  letter,  resume  and  three 
professional  references  to  Execu- 
tive Director,  CRDC,  655  Geary 
St.,  S.F.  CA  94102  before 
10/29/93. 
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With  this  act  of  sharing,  they  hope  to 
lessen  the  suffering  that  their  dead 

relatives  may  be  enduring. 

Of  the  300  pilgrims  who  were  there, 
many  were  older  women  dressed  in 
traditional  costumes  and  carrying  a  chan 
srak.  a  food  container  that  Cambodian 
people  normally  bring  to  a  religious  event 
such  as  this.  There  were  younger  people 
there  loo.  but  they  were  either  children 
who  were  too  young  to  be  left  at  home 
alone  or  young  adults  whose  main 
purpose  for  coming  seemed  to  be  socializ- 
ing with  their  friends. 

To  them,  this  event,  along  with  most 
other  religious  events,  carries  little 
significance. 

It  is  but  a  symbol  of  their  old  culture, 
which  many  don't  quite  comprehend. 
When  a  San  Francisco  State  University 
student  was  asked  if  she  knew  what  this 
occasion  meant,  she  said  "I  don't  know, 
but  I  guess  it's  important." 

Although  most  young  Cambodian 
Americans  have  little  understanding  of 
the  religious  significance  of  Pchum  Ben. 
they  are  quick  to  point  out  its  other  social 
benefits. 

"It  gives  friends  and  family  a  chance 
to  get  together,"  a  man  in  his  early 
twenties  from  San  Jose  stated  when  asked 
what  this  occasion  meant  to  him. 

For  others,  especially  the  elderly  who 
confine  themselves  to  their  home — many 
because  they  lack  an  understanding  of 
their  new  American  culture — an  occasion 
such  as  this  provides  a  very  valuable 
opportunity  for  them  to  do  what  they  used 
to  do  in  Cambodia  and  see  their  friends. 

When  it  was  time,  men  and  women 
stood  patiently  in  line  waiting  to  make 
their  offerings  to  the  monks,  one  by  one. 

As  the  line  gradually  increased,  one 
could  not  help  but  feel  that  there  was  a 
very  solid  community  here. 

Even  though  life  in  America  may  seem 
strange  to  many  of  them,  it  is  these 
religious  ceremonies  from  their  native 
lands  that  help  soothe  the  trauma  of 
adjusting  to  their  new  homes  in  a  new 
country. 

— Kaine  Lim  is  a  UC-Davis  graduate 
living  in  San  Francisco  who  is  active  in 
the  Cambodian-American  community 


Cambodian 
Community  News 


Cambodian  Festival  For  The  Dead  Celebrated 
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Over  300  Cambodian  Americans  listened  to  chanting  Buddhist  monks  honoring 
the  souls  of  their  deceased  ancestors  in  the  Pchum  Ben  Festival  Photo  Jim 
Burnett 


am 

g  5  an  tn  s  irm  j :  w  3 1  s  cm  i  w  6 

Ri  n  m  s  i  w  g  j  n  n  tn  an  i  a} 
tsltncuHisuanjgisHa]  ff 
tlpn:RiR9iaHftijnGwncus^mj 
WRwinjtKirjjAnjRifigiaMWH 

5sfJUCUS^UJGHUn9nJiGSJR1fi 


9 1  a  n  « t  s  1  :  W  8 1  R  ir  U  t i  PJ 1 
KiG  :§mWRSnn H1GtG6JR1R91 

a  J  wiuhsIruru  luucu  ts: 
isiajinsinriRAJiijsauswjd'i 

ttG,St93RtK0JtG6[H1SJnJUCin< 

in  i  r  k  g  ti  1  qi  s  g  cu j  u  q  ^  S  u  nrij 
tsuslLnjRRtniiRfnRLRti^Ri-i 
unnjjjSngQistfJuGtgjaicnuj 

Rnn^RSRJGU^Sl^SJjJJISWW 

tiiulanrufiiRiantnsfRmwcim 
ur  wtifgSRJGuViSLniwaju 

©w-  sw-  sw*-  syvv-  ©y^sv*^ 


Election  Holds  Future  For  Health  Programs 
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Photo:  Jim  Burnett 
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News  From 
Cambodia 


His  Majesty  Preah  Bal  Samdech  Preah 
Norodom  Sihanouk  Varman,  King  of 
Cambodia,  and  Her  Majesty,  the  Queen 
Norodom  Monique  Sihanouk,  present 
gifts  of  rice,  kramas,  noodles  and  money 
to  villagers  in  Kampong  Speu.  The  King 
and  Queen  visited  four  provinces,  donat- 
ing more  than  100  tons  of  rice  to  over 
4.000  families. 
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Photo  Douq  Niven.  from  Phnom  Penh  Post,  October 
8-21.  1993. 


So  Progress  On  Talks  With  Khmer  Rouge 
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1  hai  Helps  Khmer  Rouge 
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Dutch  Oil  Contracts  In  Jeopardy 
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Once  King  Sihanouk  returned  as  Cambodian  leader,  he 
received  a  new  symbolic  leaf  and  he  paid  respect  to  the  new 
flag.  Photo:  Richard  Vogel,  Phnom  Penh  Post,  Oct.  8-21 ,  93. 
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Hun  Sen  Seeks  Help  With  Thailand 


Speaking  to  the  press  in  Phnom  Penh  on  14  October,  Second 
Prime  Minister  Hun  Sen  said  he  had  been  assured  by  Thai  Foreign 
Minister  Prasong  Soonsiri  that  Bangkok  was  not  supporting  the 
guerrillas  and  "if  Thailand  is  still  involved  with  the  Khmer  Rouge, 
this  is  a  great  surprise  to  me.  "He  said  he  was  awaiting  details  of 
the  alleged  Thai  support  for  the  guerillas,  and  said  "it's  good  we've 
asked  for  UN  military  observers"  to  remain  in  Cambodia,  as  "they 
can  ve  our  witnesses  to  this  problem."  If  allegations  of  Thai 
involvement  are  true,  Hun  Sen  said,  "we  will  bring  the  matter  to  the 
UN  Security  Council." 
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The  Funcinpec 
Army  is  making  a 
killing  off  returning 
Cambodians  by  selling 
generalships  at 
free-market  prices. 

Only  problem  for  the 
new  generals—no 
soldiers,  no  army,  no 
cars— only  peasant's 
cyclos  (tricycle  taxis). 
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Vuang  Diep  phu  trach 


Nghi  ve  le  ban  phep  lanh  cho  chd 

Vao  mot  buoi  sang  tinh  siiong,  tai 
goc  duong  Golden  Gate  va 
Leavenworth  -  ma  ngudi  Viet  hoai 
huong  chung  ta  thiidng  hay  goi  la 
duong  Le  Van  Duvet  -  may  thay  "phu 
lit"  khe  ne  khuan  xuong  nhung  mieng 
rao  can  being  sat  toi  mot  chiec  xe  tai  va 
ho  xep  thanh  hang  diia  vao  tudng  cite 
mot  building  tai  do.  Tdi  nghi  chac 
phai  co  chuyen  gi  quan  trong  xay  ra 
day  vi  6  cai  xii  "mit"  cua  chung  ta  khi 
nao  sap  co  cuoc  bieu  tinh  hoSc  co  cac 
nhan  vat  quan  trong  di  tham  vieng  thi 
may  thay  "phu  lit"  mdi  phai  lo  lang 
nhii  vay.  Dau  dUdng  kia,  giap  voi 
duong  Jones,  mot  chiec  xe  canh  sat 
cimg  vdi  hai  chiec  Cushman  cung 
dang  no  may  am  L 

Vdi  tinh  to  md  cua  mot  ngu'di  dan 
Viet  que  miia  mdi  den,  toi  danh  bao 
hoi  tham  mot  thay  phii  lit  gan  do. 
Thay  phii  lit  vdi  dang  ngu'di  cao  ldn 
be  ve,  bang  ve  mat  nghiem  trang  ngai 
phan  rang:  "Horn  nay  la  ngay  ban 
phep  lanh  cho  cho.  Bo  chii  khong  thay 
cai  khan  dai  to  ldn  diing  ngay  tnidc 
nha  thd  do  a?"  Ngdi  nha  thd  uy  nghi 
cao  vut  diioc  xay  tii  nam  1900,  ma 
chung  quanh  rao  dan  day  nhung  biic 
tranh  CHO.  A.'  Thi  ra  horn  nay  la 
ngay  ban  phep  lanh  cho  CHO  ma  hoi 
nao  toi  gio  minh  khong  biet.  Vay  toi 
phai  viet  hoa  chu  CHO  chii  khong 
duoc  viet  bang  chCf  thiidng  day  nhe, 
vi  doi  tuong  chinh  cua  buoi  le  nay  la 
cac  chu  CHO  -  to,  nho,  ldn,  be,  du 
giong  du  loai,  con  nao  con  nay  map  u 
nu.  Kia,  cd  con  con  dUoc  mac  ao  cho 
khoi  lanh  nCfa,  cd  con  con  dUoc  deo 
vdng  co  keu  leng  keng  rat  la  vui  tai. 
Sat  khan  dai  cd  mot  cap  chd  that  la 
dep.  nhCfng  hang  long  vang  dng  anh 
phu  dai  tii  lung  xuong  chan  trong  that 
la  quy  phai.  Phong  each  cua  cap  cho 
that  la  quy  toe  khong  kem  gi  hai  ba 
chu  cua  chiing.  Lu*ong  "di  cay"  cua  toi 
hai  ba  nam  trdi  chUa  chac  du  de  thinh 
cap  chd  nay. 

Ba  vi  thay  ao  nau  Dong  Ten  dung 
chu  toa  buoi  thanh  le  nay.  Sau  nghi 
thtfc  doc  kinh,  Thay  Chu  le  giang  mot 
bai  ndi  ve  sU  lien  he  giCfa  ngUdi  va 
siic  vat,  dac  biet  doi  vdi  CHO  la  con 
vat  cd  tinh  trung  thanh  tuyet  doi.  Kha 
nang  rieng  My  cua  toi  16  mo  nghe 

tiep  theo  trang  20 

nhCfng  nhdm  cUu  chien  binh  bao  thu 
chong  doi  viec  binh  thiidng  hda  quan 
he  vdi  Viet  Nam .  6ng  Binh  bac  bo  nhcrng 
ldi  xuyen  tac  tren  va  cho  biet  la  dng 
cung  ung  ho  vide  binh  thiidng  hda.  Ong> 
Binh  ndi:  "Ddng  co  cua  toi  thuan  tuy  chi 
la  viec  toi  khong  chap  nhan  hanh  vi 
thieu  dao  dtfc  trong  chinh  phu." 

Ong  Binh  cung  xac  nhan  la  dng  chUa 
bao  gid  gap  mat  dng  Ron  Brown.  Ong 
ndi  rang  tat  ca  nhCfng  gi  ong  ta  biet  ve 
vai  trd  cua  dng  Brown  deu  dUoc  thuat 
lai  cho  dng  ta  biet  qua  ldi  cua  dng  Hao. 

Ong  Binh  noi  rang  dng  Hao  mdi  dng 
ta  giiip  vao  viec  xay  diing  mot  de  an 
kinh  doanh  nham  thu  hut  thUong  gia 
dau  hi  vao  Viet  Nam  mot  khi  lenh  cam 
thong  thUong  vdi  Viet  Nam  duoc  bai 
bo. 

Nhiing  trong  tarn  nay  bat  dau  thay 
doi  vao  thang  1 1  sau  khi  dng  Hao  nhd 
18  NcvcnJU*  mi 


tieng  duoc  tieng  khong,  nhung  mang 
mang  cung  nam  duoc  dai  y  la  "van 
vat  ddng  nhat  the."  Chua  khuyen 
chung  ta  thuong  yeu  nhau  va  thuong 
yeu  ca  sue  vat  nCfa.  Y  tudng  nay  lam 
toi  nho  den  cau  "van  vat  ddng  nhat 
the"  trong  Dich  Hoc  Dong  Phuong.  A, 
thi  ra  Ddng-Tay  da  gap  nhau  ngay  tai 
khu  Tenderloin  nay,  ngay  trong  buoi 
Ban  Phep  Lanh  Cho  Cho  nay. 

Toi  that  su  "ghen"  voi  cho.  Nhung 
cac  ban  dung  hieu  lam  la  toi  ghet  cho 
nhe.  Toi  yeu  cho  ghe  lam.  Toi  co  mot 
con  cho  dat  ten  la  Hello  hien  con  d 
que  toi.  Toi  nho  no  that  tinh  den  noi 
ong  anh  toi  phai  cho  no  chup  chung 
mot  bue  hinh  voi  ca  gia  dinh  gdi  sang 
cho  toi.  "Ghen"  la  buc  tuc  vdi  ngUdi 
khac  cd  cai  minh  mudn  co  ma  khong 
cd.  "Ghet"  la  mudn  tni  khii  no  di  cho 
khuat  mat.  That  sii  ngay  hdm  do  toi 
"ghen"  vdi  mot  con  chd.  Diing  ke  ben 
toi  la  mot  cd  gai  tre  voi  mai  tdc  bach 
kim  dng  a  dang  nang  niu  con  chd  cua 
minh,  hdn  hit  vudt  ve  no. 

Cac  Thay  Ddng  Ten  dang  ban  phep 
lanh  cho  chd.  Chu  chd,  chd  va  ca 
chinh  toi  deu  kinh  can  yen  lang  nhan 
nhiing  giot  niidc  thanh  vay  xuong. 
Mot  dng  ngu'di  Chau  A  thay  vi  cd  chd 
dan  den  dii  le,  lai  dan  den  hai  dite 
con  tay  bong  tay  dat,  va  tdi  nghi  rang 
Chua  cung  nhan  tu"  ban  phiidc  lanh 
ludn  cho  hai  dria  be  nay  ntia. 

Dang  sau  tdi  sat  bd  tudng  nha  thd, 
mot  ngvidi  dan  ba  homeless  dang  thu 
minh  co  rum  lai  trong  chiec  ao  mdng 
manh,  mat  Id  dd,  da  xanh  xam  run 
ray,  doi  mat  met  mdi  co  nhin  ve 
nhtfng  con  cho  diem  phiic  kia  ma  th- 
em thuong  nhung  vuot  ve  triu  men 
cua  tinh  ngudi.  Tdi  nguoc  nhin  tUong 
Chua  va  tham  cau  nguyen  xin  Chua 
ban  phUoc  lanh  khong  rieng  cho 
ngu"di  dan  ba  nay  ma  cho  tat  ca 
nhCfng  ngUdi  dau  kho  khac  thoat  khoi 
canh  lam  than.  Tdi  da  d  day  hon  mot 
nam  ma  chifa  bao  gid  thay  mot  con 
cho  nao  homeless  ca,  chi  cd 
ngUdi  homeless  ma  thdi! 

Qua  buoi  le  nay  tdi  thay  dUoc  net 
bi  trang  cua  nen  da  van  hoa  Hoa  Ky. 
Day  cung  chinh  la  nen  van  hda  ma 
chiing  ta  hang  hai  hoc  tap  de  chdng 
hoi  nhap.  "Bi"  la  nhiifng  nghich  canh 
giCfa  ke  nay  qua  giau  cd  vdi  ngu"di  no 
qua  dau  kho.  "Trang"  la  net  lanh  lung 
cimg  dan  cua  may  mdc  da  dtfa  con 
ngUdi  gan  nhu"  den  cho  vd  tinh. 
Nhimg  net  "trang"  nay  lai  cung  du"a 
Hoa  Ky  den  vi  tri  hung  cUdng  so  mot 
nhtf  ngay  nay. 

NgUdi  Viet  chung  ta,  cd  le  khong  ai 
con  dam  than  "Kho  nhU  chd!"  hoac  si 
va  ai  la  "Do  chd  ma!"  ntia  tai  xii  Hoa 
K 


dng  Binh  gdi  mot  ban  sao  cua  ke  hoach 
nay  cho  dng  Brown.  Chang  bao  lau  sau 
do  dng  Brown  da  dap  may  bay  rieng 
den  South  Florida  de  gap  dng  Hao  va 
bao  cho  dng  nay  biet  rang  dng  ta  mudn 
lam  "ngu'di  van  ddng  hanh  lang  duy 
nhat"  cho  Nam  Viet  nam. 

Ong  Binh  khong  cd  mat  tai  buoi  gap 
go  nay  nhUng  dUoc  dng  Hao  bao  cho 
biet,  va  chinh  dng  Brown  bay  gid  cung 
da  xac  nhan  la  cd  gap  dng  Hao  tai  mot 
nha  hang  d  South  Florida  vao  thang  1 1 . 

Ch«ing  bao  lau  sau  dd  dng  Binh  va 
dng  Hao  cung  vdi  hai  ngu'di  khac  ntia 
da  dap  may  bay  di  Ha  Ndi  de  thuyet 
phuc  Chinh  quyen  Viet  Nam  trao  hop 
dong  van  ddng  hanh  lang  cho  dng 
Brown. 

Ong  Binh  ndi  rang  d  Viet  Nam  ca  bon 
ngu'di  da  dUoc  tiep  rUdc  nhU  la  nhting 
nhan  vat  cd  chite  sac  va  da  du"oc  tiep  xiic 


Bong  Dang  Ciia  Hollywood  Trong  Khu 
Tenderloin 


Hollywood  Tenderloin 


Pholo  Eli  Bishop 


Mot  trong  nhting  cu"a  hieu  video  ciia  ngUdi  Viet  trong  khu  Tenderloin 
One  of  the  many  popular  Vietnamese  owned  and  operated  video  stores  in  the  Tenderloin 


Phong  s\i  ciia  Richard  Livingston 

Nhufng  tarn  bich  chiiong  quang  cao 
nhiing  phim  vd  thuat  Trung  Hoa,  nhtfng 
phim  tinh  cam  Viet  Nam  va  phim  "My 
Nhan  va  Con  Quai  Vat"  cua  Walt  Disney 
dtfqc  dan  len  tren  nhOfng  ciia  kinh  mat 
tien  cua  cu"a  hieu  Ann's  Video  tren 
du'dng  Ellis.  Day  cung  la  tiem  video 
Ddng  Nam  A  ldn  nhat  trong  khu  Ten- 
derloin. 

Anh  Peter  Khuu  la  ngUdi  da  cimg 
vdi  gia  dinh  md  cite  hieu  nay  ba  nam 
tnidc  day.  Anh  ndi:  "Khach  hang  cua 
tdi  den  day  la  vi  chung  tdi  cd  nhieu 
phim  ma  ho  khong  the  tim  thay  d  nhCfng 
noi  khac." 

Khu  Tenderloin  cd  tat  ca  tarn  cu"a 
hieu  video  cua  ngu'di  A  chau.  Mot  ciia 
hieu  chuyen  cho  thue  nhiing  cudn  phim 
video  An  dd  va  Pakistan,  mot  hieu  khac 
chuyen  ve  nhu  ng  phim  Cam  Bdt,  nhung 
hau  het  cac  ciia  hieu  deu  gidng  nhu 
Ann's  Video  ket  hop  cac  phim  video 
Trung  Hoa,  Viet  Nam  va  My.  Chi  Ann 
Khuu  chi  ra  cho  thay  nhung  rUa  de 
phim  Viet  Nam  pho  bien  nhu  la  "Back 
to  Paris  22"  la  phim  video  ca  nhac,  "Nhat 
Xuat,"  "Ong  Nam,"  va  "Thdi  Con  Gai." 

Nhieu  cudn  phim  dau  tien  dUoc 
chieu  tren  nhufng  chu"ong  trinh  truyen 
hinh  tieng  Trung  Hoa  cua  Dai  Loan,  va 
roi  sau  dd  duoc  chuyen  am  sang  tieng 
Viet  tai  Orange  County  d  California  la 
trung  tarn  truyen  thong  va  dien  anh  cua 
ngu'di  Viet  6  hai  ngoai.  Chi  Christine 
Nguyen  lam  viec  cho  Vietnam  Interna- 
tional Video  la  mot  chi  nhanh  phan 
phdi  dat  tai  San  Jose.  Chi  ndi:  "Chiing 
tdi  san  xuat  nhieu  phim  truyen  gia  dinh 
voi  nhiing  gia  tri  gia  dinh,  ke  ca  nhting 
gia  tri  truyen  thong.  Nhieu  gia  dinh 
thue  nhiing  phim  nay  de  con  cai  cua  ho 
hoc  tieng  Viet."  Nhiing  thi  tru"dng  chinh 
cd  the  ndi  la  Orange  County,  roi  den 
Texas,  San  Jose,  San  Francisco,  va  Se- 
attle. 


Trong  khi  co  nhieu  gia  dinh  thich 
thue  nhung  phim  kich  truyen  thong  va 
nhiifng  phim  truyen  tinh  cam,  gidi  thanh 
nien  lai  thich  thue  nhiifng  phim  My  va 
phim  kich  ddng  Trung  Hoa.  Cd  con  gai 
chin  tuoi  cua  anh  Peter  la  Christine 
Khuu  thich  xem  nhung  phim  hai  ciia 
My,  nhiing  anh  Peter  cho  biet:  "Tdi  cd 
the  cho  thue  bait  cii  phim  kich  ddng  nao. 
Gidi  thanh  nien  tuoi  tii  17  den  25  rat  la 
quan  trong  cho  nganh  kinh  doanh  nay. 
Hq  cd  the  thue  ba  phim  hoac  nhieu  hon 
trong  mot  dem."  Nhiing  anh  cung  lo 
lang  vi  thanh  nien  bat  dau  it  thue  phim 
di  va  rung  tien  vao  bai  bac  nhieu  hon. 

Christine  ndi:  "Chau  thich  nhiifng 
phim  hai."  Phim  ma  Christine  mdi  xem 
gan  day  la  "Death  Becomes  Her"  vdi  hai 
tai  tii  Meryl  Streep  va  Goldie  Hawn. 
Tiem  Ann's  Video  cung  cd  mot  khu 
danh  cho  cac  phim  phii  hop  vdi  lUa  tuoi 
thieu  nhi.  Anh  Peter  co  nh3n  x£t:  "CSc 
em  thieu  nhi  tu  chon  phim  ciia  minh, 
chu  khong  phai  la  cac  bac  phu  huynh." 
Luc  do  co  mot  em  be  bon  tuoi  lay  ra 
"Teenage  Ninja  Mutant  Turtles"  va  dua 
den  cho  me  cua  em. 

Anh  Peter  va  mot  ngUdi  anh  tnidc 
kia  tiing  lam  viec  trong  mot  ciia  hieu 
video  d  North  Beach  sau  khi  di  ai  den 
day  tii  Saigon  vao  nam  1975.  Day  cung 
chinh  la  noi  anh  hoc  hdi  ve  nganh  kinh 
doanh  nay  va  bat  dau  de  danh  tien. 
Cach  day  ba  nam  ho  va  gia  dinh  cua  ho 
da  du"ng  ra  md  cite  hieu  Ann's  Video. 
Kinh  doanh  rat  la  chat  vat,  anh  Peter 
cho  biet.  Gia  dinh  ciia  anh  lam  viec 
trong  ciia  hieu,  nhiing  anh  phai  tra  mot 
khoan  tien  thue  tiem  cao  va  phai  mua 
phim  video.  Anh  cung  cho  biet  rang 
nhieu  ciia  hieu  da  chi  sang  lai  phim 
thue  va  do  dd  gay  ra  tinh  trang  canh 
tranh  gat  gao.  Tuy  nhien  anh  Peter  noi 
rang  nhieu  khach  hang  van  den  cite 
hieu  cua  anh  tii  khu  Tenderloin,  khu 
Sunset,  khu  Richmond,  va  Marin 
County  bdi  vi  anh  cd  nhieu  phim  xUa 
ma  nhCfng  ciia  hieu  khac  khong  cd. 


vdi  Thu  Tiidng  Vd  Van  Kiet.  Ong  Binh 
ndi  rang  cuoc  gap  go  ket  thiic  vdi  mot 
cudc  thao  luan  rieng  gitifa  dng  Kiet  va 
dng  Hao.  Sau  dd  dng  Hao  cd  cho  biet  la 
Thu  Tiidng  Vd  Van  Kiet  da  ddng  y  thue 
dng  Brown.  Ho  quay  trd  ve  Hoa  Ky  vdi 
mot  la  thu"  cua  dng  Kiet  gdi  cho  dng 
Brown,  thiic  giuc  dng  Brown  tiep  tuc 
thao  luan  vdi  dng  Hao. 

Khi  ho  ve  den  My  vao  thang  12  thi 
dng  Brown  da  diioc  tien  cii  vao  Ndi  Cac. 

Ong  Binh  cho  biet  rang  sau  dd  dng 
Hao  da  di  mdt  minh  den  Hoa  Thinh 
Don  de  gap  dng  Brown  va  khi  trd  ve  cd 
noi  cho  biet  rang  dng  Brown  ddi  700.000 
My  kim  va  nhiing  quyen  loi  khac  ve 
kinh  te.  Ong  Binh  cho  biet  rang  mdn 
tien  nay  se  diioc  bd  vao  trong  mdt  tniong 
muc  ngan  hang  d  Tan  Gia  Ba  cua  mdt 
ngu'di  ban  cua  dng  Brown  ten  la  Marc 


Ashton. 

Khi  hay  biet  ke  hoach  nay,  dng  Binh 
ke  lai  trong  mdt  cuoc  phdng  van  la  "rudt 
gan  tdi  dao  ldn"  va  dng  ta  bao  cho  dng 
Hao  biet  rang  dng  ta  khong  ddng  y .  Ong 
Hao  cd  siic  thuyet  phuc  dng  Binh  d  lai 
trong  nhdm  va  cd  mdt  lan  con  dtte  ra 
khoe  mot  ban  thong  tin  cua  ngan  hang 
cho  biet  rang  so  tien  do  dang  dUoc 
chuyen  den  Tan  Gia  Ba. 

Ong  Binh  cho  biet  rang  dng  ta  gap 
dng  Hao  lan  cudi  cimg  vao  ngay  15 
thang  2  khi  dng  Hao  de  nghi  "tra  cho  tdi 
mot  so  tien  de  tdi  cam  mieng  lai  "  Thay 
vi  lam  nhu"  vay,  dng  Binh  da  cat  diift 
nhCfng  dinh  liu  voi  ke  hoach  dd  va  bat 
dau  chien  dich  phanh  phui 
cau  chuyen  nay. 

-  Theo  bao  The  New  York  Times, 
ngay  4  thang  10  nam  1993 
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Thanh  Cong  Trong  The  Giai  Mai 

Success  In  The  New  World 


Phong  su  ciia  Tran  Hoai  Bac 

Vao  buoi  tnia  Chii  Nhat  ngay  17 
thang  10  nam  1993,  khoang  chung  70 
cuu  si  quan  cua  mien  Nam  Viet  Nam 
va  ban  be  than  huu  da  gap  nhau  tai 
Hoi  Quan  Viet  Nam  tren  duong 
Larkin  trong  mot  buoi  tiec  gay  qui 
dau  tien  cua  ho  ke  hi  khi  ho  dung  ra 
thanh  lap  Hoi  A  Huu  H.  O.  San 
Francisco  each  day  gan  hai  nam. 

Buoi  tiec  gay  qui  nay  co  the  duoc 
xem  la  mot  thanh  cong  Ion  lao  ve  mat 
gay  qui  ciing  nhu  ve  tinh  than  doan 
ket  va  tuong  than  tuong  ai. 

So  tien  1040  My  kim  thu  duoc  de 
lam  qui  phat  trien  cho 
mot  doan  the  moi  me 
nay  qua  la  dang  ca 
ngoi.  Dong  thai  no 
cung  noi  len  duoc  chieu 
huong  nguoi  dan  Viet  6 
Cuu  Kim  Son  dang  di 
theo:  do  la  vice  thanh 
lap  mot  thuc  the  chinh 
tri  rieng  biet  cua  minh. 
It  ra  tren  be  mat  thi 
nhung  nguoi  dan  ti  nan 
moi  den  nay  cung  da 
noi  bat  trong  cong  dong 
nguoi  Viet  va  tao  duoc 
nhung  moi  dav  lien  lac 
quan  trong  voi  nhung 
nguoi  Mv  goc  Viet  ten 
tuoi  o  day  bao  gom  cac 
bac  si,  nha  si.  luat  su  va 
thuong  gia  co  tarn  co. 

phut  dau  tien,  co  mot 
chut  gi  do  thiet  tha  va 
bui  ngui  khi  nhung 
nguoi  linn  chien  khi  xua  dung 
nghiem  va  dong  ca  bai  Quoc  Ca  cua 
mien  Nam  Viet  Nam  truoc  nam  1975 


cung  voi  mot  bang  cahxet.  voi  nhieu 
doi  mat  kieu  hanh  nguoc  nhin  len  la 
Quoc  Ky  ma  ho  da  tung  chien  dau 
manh  het  va  hy  sinh  cho  truoc  ngay 
Sai  Con  xup  do. 

Cuu  Dai  Ta  Nguven  Thanh  Chuan 
cua  Quan  Luc  Viet  Nam  Cong  Hda, 
nguoi  vua  duoc  tai  de  cu  vao  chuc  vu 
hoi  truong  cua  nhom  H.  O.,  doc  mot 
dien  van  ngan  va,  bang  mot  giong  noi 
diem  dam,  giai  thich  mot  each  hung 
hon  nhu  cau  den  voi  nhau  cua  cuu 
quan  nhan  de  thanh  lap  mot  to  chuc 
ai  huu.  "  Chan  u'ot  chan  rao  moi  den 


Photo  Eh  Bishop 

Nhtfng  si  quan  H.  O.  va  gia  dinh  an  mtfng  tai  buoi  tiec  gay  qui  dau  tien 
H.  O.  Officers  and  their  families  celebrate  their  first  official  fundraiser 


Hoa  Ky,  hau  het  moi  nguoi  trong 
chung  ta  con  chua  co  thoi  gian  de  hoi 
nhap  vao  xa  hoi  moi.  Dieu  ma  chung 


ta  co  the  lam  ngay  bay  gio  la  giup  do 
lan  nhau,  nguoi  den  truoc  giup  nguoi 
den  sau,  du  rang  viec  lam  nay  cung 
giong  nhu  canh  la  rich  dum  la  ta  toi." 

Sau  do  chu  Chuan  moi  moi  ngtfdi 
co  mat  thuong  thuc  mot  s6  mon  an 
dac  sac  cua  que  huong  duoc  bay  ra 
tren  mot  chuV  ban  dai  Moi  nguoi  an 
mon  "cha  gio"  cung  voi  nhung  mon 
an  khac  va  turn  nam  turn  bay  tro 
truyen  than  mat.  Di  nhien  la  co  nhieu 
mau  ehuyen  hoai  tuong  chen  lan  vdi 
nhung  hy  vong  moi  va  nhung  hoang 
mang  moi.  Di  nhien  la  nhieu  ngu'di 
cung  bay  to 
nhung  noi  au 
lo  Cuoc  doi 
dav  day 
nhung  van  de, 
cap  bach  hay 
khong  cap 
bach.  Nhung 
du  sao  di 
chang  nua, 
ngay  luc  nay, 
nhung  van  de 
do  co  ve  kha 
xa  voi  va 
nhung  ngtfdi 
linh  chien  co 
the  quen 
chung  di 
trong  mot  tinh 
than  doan  ket 
Mot  vai  nguoi 
con  nay  ra 

mot  y  kien  rat 

nay:  vui  voi 
mot  van  co 
tuong,  giong  nhu  khi  xua,  trong  mot 
luc  ma  tieng  sung  tarn  ngung  sau 
nhieu  tuan  le  giao  tranh  khoc  liet  tren 


Photo  Eli  Bishop 
Cuu  Dai  Ta  Nguven  Thanh  Chuan  cua 
Quan  Luc  Viet  Nam  Cong  Hoa,  nguoi 
vua  duoc  tai  de  cu  vao  chuc  vu  hoi 
truong  cua  nhom  H  O. 

Mr.  Nguyen  Thanh  Chuan.  a  former 
colonel  in  the  ARVN.  was  jusi  reelected  as 
 president- of  the  S.F.H.O.  group.  


que  huong  xa  xoi  ngay  xua  cua  ho 

Khi  diing  len  ra  ve  sau  mot  btfa  an 
ngon  va  mot  dip  de  han  huven  tarn 
sU,  mot  cuu  thieu  uy  nam  nay  da  56 
tuoi  dua  ra  mot  loi  nhan  xet:  "Truoc 
khi  toi  di  den  day  de  du  buoi  tiec  gay 
qui,  qua  thtfc  t6i  co  hai  ngan  ngai  ve 
nhom  ai  huu  nay  vi  cung  co  nguoi  chi 
trich,  nhung  gio  day  toi  nghi  rang  hoi 
H.  O.  6  day  hoat  dong  qua  tot,  co  tinh 
thuong  va  co  su'  lo  lang  dum  boc  lan 
nhau." 


Kinh  moi  qui  vi  doc  gia  dong  gop  bai  vo 

Dien  Dan  Doc  Gia 

Kinh  moi  qui  vi  docgi&traodoiy  kidn  ] 

La  Thu  cua  Nam  Anh 

Nhtfng  Van  De  Cua  Chiing  Ta 

Trong  tat  ca  nhung  van  de  cua  chung 
ta,  co  le  viec  sinh  ke  la  phan  quan 
trong  nhat  cua  moi  van  de.  Song 
trong  mot  xa  hoi  ma  nen  cong  nghiep 
hoa  cang  cao  thi  con  ngtfdi  cang  phai 
co  gang  de  dap  tfng  voi  toe  do  phat 
trien  cua  no.  Mot  sU  co  gang  voi 
nhieu  cang  thang  va  met  moi. 

Tu  bao  gio  quy  luat  cung  cau  da  la 
ngu'di  ban  dong  hanh  ciia  chiing  ta, 
nhu  la  de  trut  bdt  di  nhtfng  ganh 
nang  cua  doi  song.  Moi  gia  dinh 
trong  do  co  ttfng  thanh  vien  du  Ion 
hay  nho  deu  phai  co  nhu  cau  giai  tri 
rieng,  hoac  do  ho  ltfa  chon,  hoac  tu"  su 
chon  ltfa  cua  ngu'di  khac.  That  dang 
tiec  cho  nhtfng  gia  dinh  vi  sinh  ke  ma 
ho  phai  gan  bo  voi  nhtfng  khu  nha 
cong  nghiep,  chung  quanh  ho  chi  co 
bon  bite  Wdng  voi  lanh  lung,  vang 
bong  cay  xanh,  thieu  tieng  chim  hot, 
tham  chi  thieu  ca  khong  khi  trong 
lanh  de  the.  Phtfong  tien  giai  tri  cua 
nhtfng  gia  dinh  nay  thtfdng  la  mot 
T.V.,  mot  dau  V.C.R.  va  nhieu  hon 
ntfa  la  mot  dan  may  hat.  Sach  hay 
thuong  mac;  bao  chi  co  gia  tri  tuyen 
truyen  tinh  van  hoa,  tinh  tham  my 
den  tay  ho  hoa  hoan  lam  khi  co  dip; 
phim  anh  noi  dung  xau  va  phtfong 
Hen  giai  tri  re  tien  lai  tran  lan.  Va  van 
de  da  phat  sinh  ttf  viec  chon  Ida  do 
cua  ho. 


Chung  ta  han  da  qua  quen  thuoc 
voi  nhung  tieng  chuong  canh  tinh, 
nhu  de  bao  truoc  mot  su  suy  doi  cua 
mot  nen  van  hoa  da  dUoc  phat  trien 
den  giai  doan  cue  thinh.  Sach  bao, 
phim  anh,  am  nhac  va  ca  loi  song  qua 
sue  tu  do  da  day  con  ngu'di  song 
trong  no  di  dan  den  cho  mat  dan  tinh 
rU  chu,  chi  biet  song  theo  ban  nang, 
mot  ban  nang  ma  til  thdi  xa  xiia  ong 
cha  ta  da  day  cong  kho  nhoc  chien 
dau  de  che  ngu  no.  "Tre  tan,  mang 
moc"  do  cung  la  quy  luat  khong  the 
tranh  khoi  cua  chiing  ta.  Thu'  hoi  the 
he  di  truoc  co  vui  khong  khi  thay 
nhCfng  mam  non  cua  minh  dang  ngay 
cang  kho  heo,  lun  bai  dan  do  sU  tan 
pha  ciia  cuoc  song  ma  trong  do  phan 
loi  khong  nho  cung  chinh  til  sii  vo 
tinh  dang  trach  ciia  minh.  Van  hoa, 
gia  dinh  va  xa  hoi  la  nhiifng  gi  rat  gan 
gui,  thiet  than  voi  tuoi  tre  tii  thud  be; 
vay  ma  sao  khi  Ion  len  ho  lai  quay 
lUng  voi  nhCfng  gi  ma  ho  da  rung  gan 
bo?! 

Trong  moi  dieu  may  deu  ngam 
chiia  dung  nhtfng  dieu  rui  va  cd  le 
trong  truong  hop  cua  chiing  ta  thi  sU 
day  du,  sung  tiic  ve  mat  vat  chat  dang 
ngam  chUa  diing  mot  su"  trong  vang 
ldn  ciia  tarn  hon.  Trong  tat  ca  chiing 
ta,  ai  la  ngu'di  cd  the  song  tro  troi  mot 
minh  tren  mot  6c  dao  ma  6  do  luon 
chat  chii'a  day  ngoc  nga,  chau  bau?? 
Con  ngu'di  luon  gan  gui,  tha  thiet  voi 


su  giao  tiep,  san  xe  tinh  cam  cung 
nhung  suy  nghi,  hanh  dong  Vay  thi 
phai  lam  sao  de  cho  su  gan  bo  ciia 
chung  ta,  mot  cong  dong  xa  hoi  du 
Ion  hay  nho  deu  dUa  tren  nen  tang 
chung  la  tinh  thuong  va  su  trung 
thiic. 

Tinh  thuong  va  su  trung  thUc!  Do 
la  dieu  ma  ai  cung  can  co  de  song,  de 
ldn  len  va  phat  trien  trong  sii  can 
bang  lanh  manh.  Vay  ma  nhung  dieu 
ay  ngay  nay  gan  nhu  tro  nen  kha  xa 
la,  qua  xa  xi  trong  cai  xa  hoi  ngon 
ngang  ciia  chung  ta.  Con  ngu'di  dang 
dan  tro  thanh  nhtfng  tang  bang  troi 
du  ban  chat  ciia  ho  luon  chong  lai  sii 
rap  khuon  cung  nhac!? 

Co  bao  gio  chung  ta  tu  hoi  va  cung 
ban  bac  vi  sao  tuoi  tre  ngay  nay  qua 
de  dang  tro  nen  mat  phtfong  hUdng, 
de  sa  nga  va  hii  hong;  so  con  lai  rat 
hiem  hoi,  cho  dau  thanh  cong  van 
chtfa  han  da  thanh  nhan???  Cau  tra 
ldi  da  cd  san  til  lau  trong  moi  chiing 
ta  ma  de  giai  quyet  tan  goc  re  ciia  moi 
hien  hiong  thi  tii  chinh  quyen  den  cac 
co  quan  xa  hoi,  canh  sat,  cac  hoi  doan 
ton  giao,  thien  nguyen,  cac  co  quan 
thong  tain,  bao  chi,  tnidng  hoc,  cac 
trung  tarn  cong  dong  cung  ca  cac  bac 
cha  me  phai  ciing  ngoi  lai  de  ban  bac 
va  hop  site  giai  quyet.  Co  nhtfng  dtf 
an  ldn  hang  tram  trieu,  tham  chi  hang 

dollars  de  dau  hi  cho  nhtfng  cong 
trinh  niong  lai.  Nhtfng  dieu  quan 


trong  ma  ho  da  quen  hay  co  y  lang 
tranh  la  nhung  du  an  nham  thay  doi 
bo  mat  xa  hoi  va  dao  tao  con  ngu'di 
hien  tai  vi  con  nguoi  la  quan  trong 
hon  ca,  con  nguoi  se  quyet  dinh  tat 
ca. 

Chung  ta,  khong  phan  biet  gia  tre, 
nam  ntf,  ton  giao  hay  quoc  tich  dang 
rat  can  duoc  song  tro  lai  voi  mot  moi 
trudng  giau  tinh  van  hoa,  tinh  nhan 
ban.  Cu  the,  chung  ta  can  mot  ngoi 
nha  chung  van  hoa  dung  nghia, 
chung  ta  can  nhtfng  phim  anh  co  gia 
tri  nghe  thuat,  can  nhtfng  to  bao  co 
tinh  giao  due  va  tham  my;  chung  ta 
ctf ng  can  nhtfng  thtf  vien  nho,  nhtfng 
khu  vu'c  giai  tri,  sinh  hoat  danh  cho 
cong  dong.  De  con  em  chung  ta  ngoai 
gid  hoc  tap,  ngoai  mai  am  gia  dinh, 
chung  con  co  dtfoc  nhtfng  moi  trudng 
van  hoa  lanh  manh  de  giao  tiep  va 
hoc  tap,  de  ldn  khon  trong  stf  hoan 
thien  va  vtfng  vang  trong  viec  dong 
gop  tro  lai  cho  xa  hoi. 

De  ket  thuc,  toi  xin  mtfon  mot  cau 
ndi  cua  mot  ngu'di  ma  toi  khong  nho 
ro  ten:  "Loai  ngtfdi  da  tro  nen  van 
minh,  tien  bo  vi  da  biet  gan  bo,  doan 
ket.  Nhtfng  khdng  the  gan  bd,  doan 
ket  lau  dai  neu  loai  ngtfdi  con  thieu 
tinh  thtfong  va  long  trung  thtfe." 

San  Francisco,  ngay  20-10-93 
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Tong  Thong  Yeltsin  dring  vufng  a  ntfoc 
Nga 

Sau  khi  da  nhot  ky  nhung  doi  thu 
ciia  minh  trong  tu,  Tong  Thong  Boris 
Yeltsin  da  mao  hiem  ra  khoi  nuoc  Nga 
vao  ngay  11  thang  10  de  vieng  tham 
Nhat  Ban  sau  hai  lan  that  hufa. 

Dong  thoi  vao  ngay  15  thang  10 
Yeltsin  cung  da  thuc  hien  mot  buoc  tien 
quan  trong  voi  nhung  cai  to  chinh  tri 
cua  minh  khi  ong  ra  lenh  mot  cuoc 
trung  cau  dan  y  vao  ngay  1 2  thang  1 2  ve 
mot  hien  phap  moi  cho  nuoc  Nga. 

Nhung  cai  to  ve  hien  phap  ma  Tong 
Thong  Yeltsin  de  nghi  bao  gom: 

1)  Loai  bo  chuc  vu  pho  tong  thong. 
Trong  hai  nam  qua  vi  pho  tong  thong 
da  tro  thanh  doi  thu  cua  tong  thong,  do 
do  gay  nen  tinh  trang  bat  on  ve  mat 
chinh  tri. 

2)  Huy  bo  nhung  gioi  han  ve  van  de 
mua  ban  dat  dai.  Hien  phap  hien  hanh 
dau  tien  khong  chap  nhan  quyen  tu 
hiiu  ve  dat  dai.  Sau  do  no  duoc  tu  chinh 
nhung  quven  tu  hu'u  ve  dat  dai  van  con 


han  che. 

3)  Cho  phep  tong  thong  quyen  giai 
tan  quoc  hoi  va  to  chuc  nhung  cuoc  bau 
ClS  moi.  Hien  nay  tong  thong  khong  co 
quyen  giai  tan  bo  may  lap  phap. 

4)  Thanh  lap  mot  to  chuc  lap  phap 
ludng  vien  va  huy  bo  he  thong  lap  phap 
cu  ma  theo  do  quoc  hoi  co  quyen  han  toi 
cao. 

5)  Bao  dam  kinh  doanh  tu  do.  Ban 
hien  phap  hien  hanh  khong  de  cap  gi 
den  kinh  doanh  tu  do. 

6)  Phai  tuyen  bo  rd  rang  rang  nguoi 
dan  duoc  phep  di  ra  khoi  nuoc  va  trd  ve 
mot  each  tu  do;  xoa  bo  quyen  han  cua 
chinh  phu  trong  viec  tuoc  quyen  cong 
dan  cua  nguoi  dan  Nga.  Ban  hien  phap 


For 
Vietnamese 
observers , 
President 
Clinton 's 
struggle  with 
Haiti  takes 
place  under  the 
long  shadow  of 
Vietnam. 

Cartoon  Art  by  Felix 


HIEN  NAY  TAI  SAN 
FRANCISCO  CO  28 
NQUOl  DONG  NAM  A 
DANG  MAC 
BENH  AIDS 


*  D0NG  D&  BAN 
LA  NGl/dl  KE 
TIEP 

*  HAY  NGAN 
CHAN  AIDS 

*  LUON  LUON 
DUNG  BAO  CA  SU 


Muon  biet  them  chi  tiet  ve  c&ch  ph6ng  berth 
ho§c  c&n  bao  cao  su  mien  phi,  xin  lien  lgc 
v6i  Trung  Tarn  Dinh  Cu'  ngtfdi  Ty  Nan 
D6ng  Nam  A  s6  dien  thoai  885-2743. 

Chung  toi  co  nhan  vien  noi  tieng  Vi£t,  L&o, 
Cam  Bot  va  Anh  Ngu. 


hien  hanh  khongdecapgi  den  quyen  tu 
dodi  lai,  va  trong  qua  khu  nhung  ngtfdi 
bat  dong  chinh  kien  voi  chinh  phu  deu 
bi  tuoc  mat  quyen  cong  dan. 

Hoi  Dong  Soan  Thao  Hien  Phap  chua 
hoan  tat  van  ban  cuoi  cung,  va  nguoi  ta 
du  doan  cung  con  co  nhieu  siia  doi. 
Tong  Thong  Yeltsin  cho  biet  rang  ban 
hien  phap  moi  se  dtfoc  hoan  tat  truoc 
ngav  10  thang  1 1 . 

Cuoc  trung  cau  dan  y  nay  se  chi  bao 
gom  mot  cau  hoi  duy  nhat:  "Dong  bao 
co  tan  thanh  hien  phap  cua  Lien  Hiep 
Nga  hay  khong?" 

Ban  hien  phap  CU  duoc  ap  dung  tu 
duoithoicaitricua  Leonid  Brezhnev  va 
co  mot  vai  khiem  khu  vet  tram  trong 
cho  nen  dan  chii  con  non  not  cua  nuoc 
Nga. 

Theo  ban  hien  phap  nay,  nhung  moi 
lien  quan  giua  hai  nganh  hanh  phap  va 
lap  phap  khong  duoc  xac  dinh  ro  rang 
va  cung  chang  can  phai  xac  dinh  ro  rang 
boi  vi  Dang  Cong  San  thuc  hien  hau  net 
nhung  quyet  dinh  quan  trong. 

Dong  thoi  ban  hien  phap  cu  cung 
cho  phep  quoc  hoi  quyen  tu  chinh  hien 
phap  va  that  su  la  quoc  hoi  da  sua  doi 
hien  phap  hang  tram  lan  trong  vong  hai 
nam  qua,  thuong  voi  muc  dich  ngan 
chan  nhung  cai  each  ciia  Yeltsin. 


Trong  khi  do,  Pho  Tong  Thong 
Alexander  Rutskoi  va  phat  ngon  vien 
quoc  hoi  Ruslan  Khasbulatov  da  bi  buoc 
toi  cung  vao  ngay  15  thang  10  vi  da  to 
chuc  nhung  cuoc  gay  roi  rong  Ion  ma  da 
dua  den  cuoc  bao  dong  tai  quoc  hoi  mot 
tuan  truoc  do. 

Muoi  lam  nguoi  da  bi  tong  giam  sau 
nhung  cuoc  bao  dong  dam  mau  tai  thu 
do  cua  nuoc  Nga  vao  ngay  mung  3  va 
mung  4  thang  10  ma  da  khien  cho  hon 
187  nguoi  phai  thiet  mang. 

-  Theo  ban  tin  cua  A. P., 
ngay  16  thang  10  nam  1993 

Bo  Trtfong  Bo  Thu"ang  Mai  Ron  Brown 
bi  nghi  van 

Theo  lai  to  cao  ciia  ong  Ly  Thanh 
Binh,  mot  thuong  gia  37  tuoi  nguoi  My 
goc  Viet,  thi  vao  mua  he  nam  1992  ong 
Nguyen  Van  Hao,  mot  cuu  vien  chuc 
cao  cap  ciia  mien  Nam  Viet  Nam  truoc 
kia  ma  hien  nay  lam  chu  mot  cua  hieu 
tap  pham  6  Florida,  da  moi  ong  ta  tham 
dii  vao  mot  dii  an  mo  ho  de  di  tim 
nhung  co  hoi  dau  tu  o  Viet  Nam.  Tat  ca 
da  ket  thuc  vao  mua  dong  vua  qua  khi 
ong  Binh  kham  pha  ra  rang  ong  Hao 
dang  sap  xep  de  hoi  16  ong  Bo  Truong 
Ron  Brown. 

Tii  luc  do  den  nay  ong  Binh  noi  rang 
ong  quyet  chi  phanh  phui  cau  chuyen 
nay  va  da  cam  co  mot  chiec  nhan  cua  gia 
dinh  de  kiem  tien  mua  xang  lai  xe  den 
Hoa  Thinh  Don  va  noi  chuyen  voi  gioi 
ky  gia  cung  nhu  la  nhung  dan  bieu 
Quoc  hoi. 

Nhung  ke  muon  xuyen  tac  ong  Binh 
tuyen  bo  rang  ong  ta  dang  bi  dat  day  boi 


Bai  Hoc  Anh  Ngtf 

Tran  Hoai  Bac  phu  trach 


PORT-AU-PRINCE,  Haiti- 
In  a  climate  of  rising  fear  and  uncer- 
tainty, the  final  planeload  of  U.N.  hu- 
man rights  monitors  was  evacuated 
from  the  country  Saturday  and  Presi- 
dent Clinton  ordered  security  height- 
ened around  the  U.S.  Embassy 

Six  U.S.  Navy  warships  took  up  sta- 
tions off  the  coast  of  the  Caribbean  na- 
tion to  interdict  shipping  and  punish 
Haiti's  military  rulers  for  reneging  on  a 
pact  to  restore  to  power  democratically 
elected  President  Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide. 

Canada  also  sent  three  warships  to 
join  the  blockade. 

Republicans,  meanwhile,  challenged 
Clinton's  actions,  saying  U.S.  interests 
were  not  at  stake  and  promising  to  try 
to  halt  further  military  involvement. 

Extracted  from  an  article  by 
Pamela  Constable 
(Reprinted  from  BOSTON  GLOBE) 


climate  (n):  bau  khong  khi 
uncertainty  (n):  su  hoang  mang 
planeload  (n):  doan  hanh  khach  tren 
phi  co 

U.N.  (United  Nations)  (n):  Lien  Hiep 
Quoc 

human  rights  (n):  nhan  quyen 

monitor  (n):  kiem  soat  vien 

evacuate  (v):  di  tan 

security  (n):  van  de  an  ninh 

heighten  (v):  tang  ciidng 

embassy  (n):  toa  dai  sii 

navy  (n):  hai  quan 

warship  (n):  tau  chien,  chien  ham 

take  up  station  (idiom):  dong  do 

interdict  (v):  ngan  chan 

renege  (v):  that  hua,  khong  ton  trong 


PORT-AU-PRINCE,  Haiti  - 
Trong  mot  bau  khong  khi  cang  luc 
cang  hoang  mang  va  Io  so,  hanh  khach 
tren  chuyen  phi  co  cuoi  cung  bao  gom 
nhung  kiem  soat  vien  ve  nhan  quyen 
cua  Lien  Hiep  Quoc  da  diioc  di  tan  khoi 
dat  nuoc  nay  vao  ngay  Thii  Bay  va  Tong 
Thong  Clinton  ra  lenh  tang  cuong  an 
ninh  chung  quanh  Toa  Dai  Su  Hoa  Ky. 

Sau  chien  ham  cua  Hai  Quan  Hoa  Ky 
dong  do  ngoai  khoi  cua  quoc  gia  Ca-ri- 
be  nay  nham  de  ngan  chan  con  dudng 
hang  hai  va  trting  phat  gioi  lanh  dao 
quan  su  cua  Haiti  vi  da  khong  ton  trong 
ban  thoa  uoc  trao  lai  quyen  binh  cho 
Tong  Thong  Jean-Bertrand  Aristide  la 
ngud  i  da  diioc  bau  vao  chuc  vu  nay  mot 
each  dan  chu. 

Gia  Na  Dai  cung  gui  den  ba  chien 
ham  de  tham  du  vao  cuoc  phong  toa 
nay. 

Trong  khi  do,  phai  Cong  Hoa  thach 
thuc  nhung  hanh  dong cua  Tong  Thong 
Clinton,  cho  rang  nhung  quyen  loi  cua 
Hoa  Ky  khong  bi  de  doa  va  hua  se  co 
gang  ngan  chan  su  can  thiep  quan  su 
sau  them  nua. 

Trich  trong  bai  phong  su  ciia 
Pamela  Constable 
Bao  BOSTON  GLOBE 


pact  (n):  ban  thoa  iidc 

restore  to  power  (idiom):  trao  tra  quyen 

binh  lai  cho 

eiect  (v):  bau 

blockade  (n):  stf  phong  toa 
challenged),  thach  thuc 
interest  (n):  quyen  loi 
at  stake  (idiom):  bi  de  doa 
halt  (v):  chan  dting 
involvement  (n):  stf  can  thiep 


Hay  doc  va  co  dong  bao 

The  Tenderloin  Times 
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